Mar 26-Apr 21, 1980 



REFERENPUM s 

Was the Assembly 

acceptably elected? 

THE ASSEMBLY REJECTED THE IDEA OF A POPULAR VOTE, BUT OVER ONE-THIRD 
OF THE ELECTORS SAY IT'S TIME TO LET THE MAJORITY SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


NEW IMMIGRATION PLAN 

UNDER A PROPOSED NEW LAW, THE ASSEMBLY WOULD ABANDON ITS RIGHTS AND 
GIVE CHIEF MINISTER DAVID BUFFET VIRTUALLY COMPLETE ONE-MAN CONTROL 


AUSTRALIA’S TOUGH LINE 

NORFOLK HAS NO PACIFIC ISLANDS RlGhTS, SAYS THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. OUR 200-MILE OCEAN ZONE SEEMS TO BE WHAT THEY ARE AFTER. 


E STAY IN! say 6 MLAs 

NORFOLK'S CHIEF MINISTER AND DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER SPLIT ON WHETHER 
THE ASSEMBLY HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE. TEXT OF 11 PUBLIC LETTERS. 


More this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative" 


plus: 

F-28 LOOKS LIKE NORFOLK'S FUTURE SYDNEY PLANE,.. DENTIST REPORTS ON 
NEW TECHNIQUES THAT MAY BE USED HERE... INTERVIEW WITH THE LEWISES, 
WHO'VE JUST MADE THEIR 23RD VISIT TO NORFOLK... HOW YOU CAN DO 
MAUI-STYLE COOKING HERE... NEWS OF PEOPLE IN THE “LETTER FROM HOME" 






COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we’re back in behind 
other shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000$ of items at old* 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s- American Express - Visa 


RUBIES 

OPALS 

PEARLS 

IVORY 

JADE 



SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCON1A 
TQURMA LING 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER + GOLD + DIAMONDS 


REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 


TRADING HOURS; 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 














CHIEF MINISTER WOULD TAKE ALMOST COMPLETE PERSONAL CONTROL -- 


‘ONE-MAN-RULE’ IMMIGRATION BILL 


CHIEF MINISTER David Buffett would 
be given sweeping* one-man powers 
over immigration on Norfolk under: a 
proposed new law which will be voted 
on by the Legislative Assembly on 
April 9th. 

Under the Bill introduced on March 
11th, he would have die single-hand¬ 
ed authority to - 

■SET a quota for the number of new 
settlers allowed to move here each 
year. 

■SET a quota for the number of res¬ 
idential certificates that could be 
issued in a year. 

■CANCEL, in his sole and absolute 
discretion, any visitors permit or 
temporary entry permit issued after 
the law came into effect, and issue 
an order requiring the person to leave. 
Such a person would have the right 
to appeal to the Minister for a review 
of the decision. 

■GRANT, or refuse to grant, a tem¬ 
porary entry permit, or a "general 
entry permit" to persons wanting to 
settle here. Again, a dissatisfied 
person could appeal to the Minister. 

In the case of certain people of Island 
descent, the Chief Minister would be 
required to grant a general entry 
permit. 

■APPOINT two of the three members 
of the advisory Immigration Commit¬ 
tee, or remove them from the Com- : 
mittee for "misbehaviour". 

in the proposed law as presented to 
i-he Assembly, the Chief Minister 
would not be required to consult 
cither the Assembly or the Immigra¬ 
tion Committee in using his powers. 

The Committee** functions are 
limited, in the Bill, to making re¬ 
commendations on only two subjects - 
applications for general entry permits 
and for residency. The Committee 
is not authorised to give any advice 
on temporary entry permits, possible 
violations of the immigration law, or 
whether the law is working the way 
die community wants it to. 

Immigration has long been one of 
the most tangled and difficult admin¬ 
istrative matters on the Island, part¬ 
ly because it affects individuals* 
lives in a fundamental way, and 
partly because the law has been en¬ 
forced according to some policies 
which are not clearly written down. 
The proposddneW ;law contains 


revised guidelines for some policies— 
but in applying the guidelines, the 
Chief Minister would biiVe?authority 
to grant or refuse temporary or gen¬ 
eral entry permits on the grounds 
of anything that "he considers to be 
relevant". 

He would also be the judge of the 
guidelines, some of which depend 
heavily on personal opinion. For 
people applying for temporary entry 



HON. DAVID E. BUFFETT 
CHIEF MINISTER 


permits, for example, they include 
"the character of die applicant" and 
"whether the applicant is likely to 
adapt to life on Norfolk Island". In 
the case of people applying for gener¬ 
al entry permits, they include *the 
reason why the applicant wishes to live 
on Norfolk Island", whether his intend¬ 
ed livelihood here would be judged by 
the Chief Minister to be "compatible 
with the wellbeing of the Norfolk Is¬ 
land economy", and, again, the 
applicant's "character". 

Other main features of the proposed 
new law include: 


■Visitors will be-allowed to stay on 
the Island nearly four months, if they 
apply and are approved. 

•A visitor who takes a job automa¬ 
tically loses his visitor's permit and 
has to leave. 

#Any employer who knowingly hires 
a person who is not permitted to work 
for him would be subject to a $500 
fine. 

■Wives of temporary entry permit 
holders would not be able to take a 
job without specific permission - which 
the Chief Minister would have the pow¬ 
er to give or refuse. 

■' ■islander descendants would be enti¬ 
tled to get a general entry permit auto¬ 
matically - provided one of their par¬ 
ents lived here at some time, and pro¬ 
vided they could trace their ancestry 
to people who lived on the Island at 
some time between 1856 and 1900. 
•Present holders of Enter-and-Rem&in 
permits would continue to hold them, 
under the law as it is now. 

• Present holders of temporary entry 
permits would continue to hold them, 
under the law as it is now. But when 
their current permits expire, they 
would have to apply under die new law 
for a "further permit", and it appears 
that the new law would apply to them 
from that time on. 

■Five years of living on the Island 
would continue to be required in 
order to apply for resident status. 

Time spent here under visitors per¬ 
mits or temporary entry permits issued 
after the new law came into effect . 
would not count toward the ft far years. 
•A child bom on Norfolk isjiot to be 
classified as a resident unlett one of 
its parents was a resident when the 
child was bom. 

■People who qualified as being of 
"Island descent" under the law, or 
who were bom here with one parent 
who was a resident, would not be in¬ 
cluded in quotas set for migrants or 
residency certificates. They would 
have the right to live here even if the 
year's quota was filled. 


GUIDELINES for issuing temporary 
entry and general entry permits are 
included in the Immigration Bill 1980. 

The following three guidelines would 
be clear-cut: 

■Anyone bom on Norfolk automatic- 
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Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is, a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver’s seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support. The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 


t 



Road A Track’ 

magazine says ^F- ViR ' SO oitin a new car arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm; the Honda Accord, BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 arc three that come to mind. It has happened again, this 
time with the coupe version of Mu/da's third new car in two 
years, the 626.* 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Praprttor i. W. KTZPATWCK 







ARE ASSEMBLYMEN CHOSEN BY PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 
ENTITLED TO HOLD ONTO THEIR SEATS FOR 2± MORE YEARS? 

Referendum to let people 
say what they believe 


ally is a resident - unless neither of 
the child’s parents was a resident. 
•Island descendants are automatic¬ 
ally entitled to a general entry per¬ 
mit, even though they were not born 
here, so long as one of their parents 
lived here at some time, and at 
least one of their ancestors lived 
here between 1856 and 1900. 

•Any visitor can stay for 30 days 
without any formal permit being is¬ 
sued - but can be deported any time 
at the Chief Minister’s discretion. 

TEMPORARY ENTRY PERMITS 

Proposed Guidelines for anyone want - 

ing a temporary entry permit are 
that the applicant - 

•if intending to work, must have 
qualifications which the Chief Min¬ 
ister considers acceptable, and must 
not be intending to work in a busin¬ 
ess or profession the Chief Minister 
considers is "already sufficiently pro¬ 
vided for" on Norfolk* 

•if not intending to take a parti¬ 
cular job or carry on a particular 
business or profession, must be plan¬ 
ning to do research or cultural activ¬ 
ities, or something else the Chief 
Minister considers beneficial. 

•must not take a job that can be 
filled by a resident whom the employ¬ 
er is willing to employ. 

•must have a character acceptable 
to the Chief Minister. 

•must be in good health. 

•must be considered by the Chief 
Minister to be likely to adapt to life 
on Norfolk. 

•must have an onward travel ticket, 
•must measure up in any other way 
the Chief Minister thinks is relevant . 

GENERAL ENTRY PERMITS 

Proposed Guidelines for anyone want ¬ 

ing to settle permanently on Norfolk, 
with a general entry permit, are that 
the applicant - 

•must have a reason for wanting to 
live on Norfolk which satisfies the 
Chief Minister. 

•must plan to have a livelihood 
which the Chief Minister thinks is 
compatible with the wellbeing of 
the Island economy. 

•must have a character acceptable 
to the Chief Minister. 

•must have good health. 

•must have financial resources 
which the Chief Minister considers 
adequate. 

•must measure up in any other way 
the Chief Minister thinks is "relevant”, 
•must- not exceed the year’s quota of 
new settlers, set by the Chief Minister. 


A REFERENDUM has been petitioned 
for to find out whether the majority of 
Norfolk electors believe the present 
Legislative Assembly members should 
stay on in office without being elected 
under the Island’s traditional voting 
method. 

If the Administrator wants to see 
the referendum held with minimum 
delay, it could be held as early as 
April 30th or May 7th. 

If over half of the electors vote "no" 
on the referendum it will mean that 
a majority does not accept proportio¬ 
nal representation* as a means of elect¬ 
ing the members and does not consid¬ 
er the present Assembly properly elec¬ 
ted. 

If over half of the electors vote "yes" 
it will mean that a majority believe 
the present Assembly members were 
acceptably elected, and are entitled 
to represent the electors for the next 
two-and-a-half years. 

The petition was drawn up the day 
after the Assembly had voted 6-3 to 
dismiss the idea of a referendum. It 
was signed by the necessary one-third 
of all Norfolk electors--approximately 
300 people. 

A petition signed by 218 electors, 
requesting that there not be a re-elec¬ 
tion, had been presented to the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly on March 11th. 

The petition for a referendum, how¬ 
ever, is not simply an expression of 
opinion. It is a formal request under 
law and has a direct legal effect -- 
requiring Administrator W,P,Cole¬ 
man to call a referendum on the ques¬ 
tion petitioned for. 

The terms of the Referendum Ordin¬ 
ance are now governing. The Assem¬ 


bly’s vote against a referendum has 
no power to stop it. 

The referendum question petitioned 
for is, "Should the members of the 
Legislative Assembly be in office with¬ 
out being elected under Norfolk Island’s 
traditional voting method?" 

Under the Referendum Ordinance, 
the process starts with the Admini¬ 
strator’s appointing a Returning Offi¬ 
cer. 

The Returning Officer then pub¬ 
lishes a Gazette notice of the refer¬ 
endum, including the date of the 
poll and the date for closing the 
electoral roll. 

The roll cannot be closed sooner 
than one week after the Gazette 
notice. 

The referendum has to be held 
within four weeks of the closing of 
the roll. 

Meanwhile, statements need to be 
prepared by groups of electors for 
and against tide referendum question. 
These have to be approved by the 
Administrator and mailed to all elec¬ 
tors at least three weeks before the 
poll, along with a sample ballot. 

When the referendum vote is count¬ 
ed, if more than half the electors have 
said no--they do not believe mem 
bers should be on the Assembly unless - 
they are elected under the traditional 
voting method --a re-election using 
the old .method could then be held 
within five weeks. A newly-elected 
Assembly could be in operation by 
mid-June. 

The law limits the election cam¬ 
paigning period, between nomina¬ 
tion day and election day, to only 
three weeks. 


THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk’s most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island’s best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables “MisterCbristiaiT 
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AUSTRALIA FIDDLES THE HISTORY BOOKS TO 
BLOCK ILL IN PACIFIC AND GRAB 200 Ml. ZONE 


AUSTRALIA has hardened its posi¬ 
tion on Norfolk's being a member 
of the Pacific Islands community, 
and has officially informed the Isl¬ 
and that it will be prevented from 
taking up the seat long reserved for 
Norfolk in the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference, 

The hard new line could back¬ 
fire on the Commonwealth because 
it undermines Australia's right to 
be a member of the South Pacific 
Commission as well as the Confer¬ 
ence, 

Senior officials of Australia's De¬ 
partment of Foreign Affairs, in a 
public meeting with the Legislative 
Assembly on March 18th, spelled 
out the official new Commonwealth 
position -- which is based on a 
claim that Pacific history is wrong, 
and has to be re-written, 

Mr. Colin McDonald, Head of the 
Papua New Guinea and South Pacific 
Branch of the Department and Austra¬ 
lian representative on the Commission, 
fold the Assembly that - 
■Norfolk is not entitled to a seat at 
the South Pacific Conference, The 
fact that it has been listed for years as 
having such a right was 44 an errorMr. 
McDonald said. 

■The South Pacific Commission's 
official maps of its area > f responsibil¬ 
ity have for many years been wrong in 
including Norfolk. Although the Com¬ 
mission's boundary line is drawn with 
a "panhandle" shaped to include Nor¬ 
folk, Mr, McDonald said "Someone 
just suddenly produced the map with 
that panhandle on it... We don't want 
to be nasty and take it off. I mean 
that would be a little offensive to ev¬ 
eryone." 

■To be entitled to a seat at the Con¬ 
ference, Norfolk would have had to be 
"designated" by the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission - but this never happened. 

■It would be "legally and constitu¬ 
tionally impossible" for Norfolk to have 
membership or rights in any interna¬ 
tional organisation in its own right. 
■While Norfolk is 1, 000 miles off 
Australia and has a basic population 
which is as distinctive from Australia's 
mainstream population as South Sea 
islanders are, "I would think that in 
terms of geography and history and 
ethnic origins that you fit very neatly 
into the Australian community." 

The official Australian position is 
that Norfolk will not be allowed to 
take part in this year's South Pacific 


Conference in its own right--despite 
a widespread acceptance at the 1979 
Conference that Norfolk had the right 
to a seat and would be most welcome 
to take it up in the future. 

But the Commonwealth’s new hard 
line on Norfolk's role in the Pacific 
appears to be in conflict with Austra¬ 
lia's international obligations, and 
may have consequences not foreseen 
by Foreign Affairs. 

Binding treaty 

The South Pacific Commission ex¬ 
ists because of a treaty signed in 1947 

by Australia, France, New Zealand, 
the U.K. and the U.S, Known as 
the "Canberra Agreement", it is le¬ 
gally binding on its participants. 

The agreement defines the terri¬ 
torial scope of the Commission as 
including "all those territories in the 
Pacific Ocean which are administer¬ 
ed by the participating governments 
and which lie wholly or in part south 
of the Equator and east from and in¬ 
cluding the Australian territory of 
Papua and the Trust Territory of New 
Guinea... " Norfolk is therefore in¬ 
cluded by the terms of the agreement, 
and Australia is bound by the agree¬ 
ment whether it now thinks "a mis¬ 
take" was made or not. 

While territories originally had to 
be "designated" in order to have a 
seat at the South Pacific Conference, 
the legal basis for the Conference 
was extensively re-written in 1974 
in a Memorandum of Understanding. 
The Memorandum was signed by 
the Australian Government and other 
participants, and became part of the 
Canberra Agreement. 

In the 1974 agreement it was spe¬ 
cified that "Each Government and 
each Territorial Administration will 
have the right to send to the Confer¬ 
ence a Representative and alternates, 
each of whom will have the right to 
speak. Each Representative, or in 
his absence an alternate, will have 
the right to cast one vote on behalf 
of the Government or Territorial 
Administration which W represents." 
The requirement for being "desig¬ 
nated" was dropped in the new agree¬ 
ment. 

From Australia's point of view the 
new Norfolk policy has the curious 
disadvantage that it would disquali¬ 
fy Australia from the South Pacific 


Commission --an organisation es¬ 
tablished by and for metropolitan 
countries that administer non-self- 
governing Pacific territories. 

Article XIX of the Canberra Agree¬ 
ment says, in part, "If any partici¬ 
pating Government ceases to admin¬ 
ister non-self-governing territories 
within the scope of the Commission, 
that Government shall so notify the 
Commission and shall be deemed 
to have withdrawn from the Agree¬ 
ment as from the close of the then 
current calendar year." 

The policy enunciated by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs on 
March 18th is that Norfolk has never 
been part of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission arrangements. This is ap¬ 
parently on tiie grounds that Norfolk 
supposedly has been an integral part 
of Australia for many years--although 
the Department is unable to say when 
this first occurred. 

If Australia persists in this view, it 
would mean that Australia ceased to 
administer any non-self-governing 
territories within the scope of the 
South Pacific Commission at the time 
Papua New Guinea became indepen¬ 
dent in 1975. Under the binding terms 
of the Canberra Agreement, this would 
require Australia to be deemed to have 
withdrawn from membership in the 
Commission on December 31st, 1975. 

A number of independent Pacific 
islands have been admitted to mem¬ 
bership in the Commission without 
having any territories of their own -- 
but such membership is open only 
to islands within the Commission's 
stated region, which does riot in¬ 
clude Australia any more than it 
includes England or France. . 


Bryan Nunn MLA: "I haven't a copy 
of the South Pacific Commission re¬ 
port, btit doesn't it state categorical¬ 
ly that Norfolk Island occupies a seat 
there?" 

Mr. Cblin McDonald (Head of Papua 
New Guinea and South Pacific Branch 
of Dept, of Foreign Affairs, and Aus¬ 
tralian representative on the South 
Pacific Commission): "No. What 


ANSWERING questions from Assem¬ 
bly members, who had been given 
no advance idea of Australia's 
tough new line, the Foreign Af¬ 
fairs officials gave some astonish¬ 
ing comments. Here are excerpts 
from the broadcast* 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / March 26-April 21,1980 


7 









GENERAL 



ELECTRIC 


TOAST • R'OVEN 

ONLY 

$71 -90 


WHILST 

STOCKS 

LAST 



LARGE RANGE AVAILABLE 


INCLUDING 
STEAM AND DRY 
IRONS FROM 
ONLY $26-67 



FROM 


|WWWW WMMM 


qjfr {Sfr Ejgfr fjgfc fmfr /jjfr fwji (mjn 





















has happened is that in the last time 
the Conference adopted rules of 
procedure, it provided for Norfolk 
Island to be listed as a territory which 
could participate* 

"To be quite honest, that was an 
error. But we haven't sought to 
change it. 

"The rules of procedure can be 
changed, just by a vote of the Con¬ 
ference. " 

Mr. Nunn: We would naturally 
like to feel that we were being repre¬ 
sented there in our own right, recog¬ 
nising we are a Pacific island, albeit 
we are an external territory of a met- 
tropolitan country. What you're say¬ 
ing, really, is that this is not so: we 
are not there by any right of our own, 
but by right of invitation of the Com¬ 
monwealth Government." 

Mr. McDonald: "Yes, that's really 
what I'm saying.. • 

"As a part of Australia, it would 
be difficult for you to have member¬ 
ship or rights in an international or— 
ganisation in your own right. In fact, 
legally and constitutionally, it would 
be impossible. ” 

Kevin Williams MLA: "If the even¬ 
tual goal of Norfolk Island obtaining 
internal self-government was obtained, 
what would our role then be in the 
South Pacific Commission?" 


Mr. McDonald: H We haven't, nor 
would we, try to say what you as an 
internally self-governing --we regard 
you as virtually self-governing now-- 
but we wouldn't try to tell you what 
was your position to be. But let me 
stress that in determining die requir- 
ments of the South Pacific island 
states, we will be very much guided 
by what they themselves want. We 
won't try to impose anything Qn them. 
We will no doubt try to limit their 
ambitions to the extent to which it 
either costs us moiiey--because often 
this falls back onto our, you know, 
providing the money --or it affecting 
us politically. If there's any sort of 
impingement on our security or the 
region's security or so forth, we'd 
naturally want to limit how far people 
went." 

Bruce MacKenzie MLA: "Why does 
the map of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission region come right down and 
include Norfolk Island? Why, in 
die foyer of the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission, is there a board in there 
Showing photos of Norfolk Island and 
Other territories?" 

Mr. McDonald: "It's a good ques¬ 
tion, and it puts me on my back 
foot. The answer is, we don't really 

(Questions and answers continue 

on page 32.) 


EAST-WEST 
GOES FOR F28 

EAST-WEST Airlines announced in 
March that it would introduce F28- 
4000 jet aircraft in the Northern Ter¬ 
ritory in the latter half of 1981. 

The announcement was made by 
chairman G,W. Harrison in his ad¬ 
ditional capacity as chairman of 
Connair, the Northern Territory air¬ 
line which East-West has bought. 

The F28 now seems almost certain 
to become the aircraft used on the 
Sydney-Norfolk run after the Island's 
airport has been upgraded. East- 
West had been iooking at both die 
F28 and the BA146, but would ob¬ 
viously want to standardise on just 
one design of medium-size jet. 
Getting into the complications of 
training pilots, crew and maintenance 
staff and of keeping spares on hand 
for two completely different designs 
would be dumb management. 

Mr. Bruce Teague, East-West's 
planning chief and well-known on 
on Norfolk, has; been made Execu¬ 
tive Director of Connair. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 JPitt St., Tel. 27.1671 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Softana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel- 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 



Telephoned 34 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER; "WE HAVE NOT GOT THE CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE 


0" ‘WE STAY PUT’ 3" <LET THE PEOPLE SAY* 


A SIX-MAN majority of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly voted on March 11th 
that they were entitled to stay in 
office until 1982, and that there was 
no need for a referendum on the ques¬ 
tion* 

The two-hour debate divided the 
Assembly into two distinct camps, 
with the Chief Minister on one side 
and the Deputy Chief Minister on the 
other. 

Chief Minister David Buffett, who 
carried the day on a series of votes 
that all went 6-3 in his favour, said 
"There would need to be an over- 
whelmin g body of opinion to compel 
the Assembly to go to the polls again. 
It* $ my assessment that whilst there 
is some opinion, it is not overwhelm¬ 
ing." 

But Deputy Chief Minister Bill Blu- 
cher, the only other executive mem¬ 
ber of the government, said "We have 
not got the confidence of the people. 

1 am sure of that. 

"What are we afraid of?" he asked 


the House. "Are we afraid to go back 
to the people?" 

The majority group who voted to 
stay put without a re-election or ref¬ 
erendum were Mr. Buffett and MLAs 
Gilbert Jackson, Bruce MacKenzie, 
Bryan Nunn, John Ryves and Kevin 
Williams. 

The minority group who voted for 
a re-election and a referendum were 
Mr. Blucher and MLAs Ed Howard 
and Duncan McIntyre. 

Two motions on the issues had been 
put on the Assembly notice paper for 
the meeting. One proposed that the 
electors should be allowed to vote 
for the Assembly again, because 
their traditional voting system had 
been changed without their consent 
last July. The other proposed that 
electors should be allowed to say at 
referendum whether they wanted a 
re-election or not. 

Both motions were tossed out with¬ 
out voting on them, by means of 
amendments moved by Mr. Buffett. 


The amendments, which turned the 
meaning of the motions upside down, 
were supported by the majority bloc 
6-3 and passed 6-3. 

DEBATE: 

KEVIN WILLIAMS: "It is asked - and 
its a fair enough question - is it in the 
interest of good government to hold a 
re-election of the membership of the 
Assembly. Fair enough question. 

Til have to state most firmly that I 
disagree. 

H I believe that if any member pub¬ 
licly states that it was in the interest 
of good government to hold a re-elec¬ 
tion, then he would have to have some 
yery strong and truthful reasons. • • 

* "One of the reasons would probably 
be, wa$n*t the government preforming 
its functions correctly? Where was it 
falling down in its duties?... 

"Until someone can get up and state 
where this government isn’t perform¬ 
ing well, and why it isn't performing 


POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 



LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 




Shoo a saddlery Repairs 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 


HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


in the old Holloways stow 


Leather crafts 

BELTS BAGS SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 


Saddlery - supplies 


SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS¬ 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 


USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US$18 
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well, and why is it falling down in 
its duties, then I can't $ee the ques¬ 
tion of why we need a re-election, 

M 1 don't think there's any call for 
another election. 

"I look at it this way. 40% of the 
elec ton in July of 1979 signed a pe¬ 
tition that they did not like the new 
voting system that was coming in -- 
not a majority. December, another 
five months later* 58% -- they stated 
that they don't like it. So we've had 
an increase of 18%. Three months 
later, we have 218 signatures on a 
petition that says, we don't want a 
new election. We have 30-odd let 
ters that are undecided. 

"Now, myself, I personally believe 
that the people on this Island don't 
want a new election. They want us 
to get on with the job. 

"Continually since August, we've 
had motions - every month, just 
slowing down this Assembly. I per¬ 
sonally think we ought to throw these 
motions out the window, and don't let 
any come through on a monthly meet¬ 
ing. 

JOHN RYVES said he had talked 
with 31 electors, 

"Two were in favour of a new elec¬ 
tion; 29 were not in favour, but they 
did think the Assembly should do 
things to clean up its reputation with 
the electors. 

"One of them was that they were 
concerned about the budget deficit... 

"I have on a number of occasions 
heard people say... that the Island is 
mining into bankruptcy. 

"Now, I'm going to stick my neck 
out, Mr. Chairman, and I'm going 
to say that 1 believe when the final 
figures are out for the end of the year, 
the deficit will be greatly reduced, 
and we could even nave a surplus... 

"For the last five Norfolk Island 
Councils we have ibudgetted for a 
deficit, and every time it has turned 
into a surplus - to the point where we 
now have $900, 000 in the reserve 
funds. 

"I don't think we should become 
cocky about that, because I believe 
those reserve funds should be guarded 
very closely... 

"Now the next thing they raised with 
me - and again I think it's a matter 
for the time when the budget comes 
up - they're worried about what they 
term the unnecessary growth of the 
Administration. 

"Now again, 1 suggest to the electors 
that the establishment of the Admin¬ 
istration was carried out well before 
this Assembly ever took office. And 
1 also remind the electors that when 
this Island asked for self-government. 


they asked for more responsibility - 
and with more responsibility comes a 
greater work-load. 

"There’s no doubt in my mind that, 
now we have a Chief Administrative 
Officer - a gentleman in whom I have 
great confidence - but given time for 
him to feel his feet, and given time 
for him to understand the problems 
that face this Island, pruning will be 
done. 

"But again I remind the electors that 
at the time of the next budget, that 
is the time for the pruning, and that 
is the tune where they can level cri¬ 
ticism at the particular members..." 

BRUCE MacKENZlE; "I ask myself, 
is it in the interest of good government 
to hold a re-election? I see it this 
way: if the electors truly wanted an¬ 
other election, then the decision 
would have been made for us all sit¬ 
ting around this table today. 

"I've spoken to people who voted in 
December to return to the old system 
of voting, and to some who voted to 
retain the proportional voting system. 

"The general reaction has been - 
leave the Assembly alone for now, 
and get on with the job of governing 
the Island. 

"Now, this is the impression I have. 
However, I'm only one member of 


this Assembly out of nine... 

"It would be easy to solve the ques¬ 
tion by going back to the people, by 
means of a referendum process, for 
instructions. But would this be a re¬ 
sponsible thing t ) do in this case? 

"Given what I see as the public's 
lack of interest in a new election, . 
would it be responsible for us to com¬ 
mit the cost of going to the polls 
again in the absence of strong public 
opinion for this?... 

"If the electors wanted to be con¬ 
sulted through a referendum any num¬ 
ber of times during an Assembly's 
term of office, and were prepared to 
see the cost of doing so added to the 
budget, of course I would vote in fav¬ 
our of going to the people. 

"But there has to be a clear signal 
from enough of the electors." . 

HON. DA VID BUFFETT said that some 
electors who favoured an early elec¬ 
tion had said that proportional repre¬ 
sentation had been rushed on people 
at short notice; that the December 
referendum was significant; that pro¬ 
portional representation had elected 
an Assembly "with a divergence of 
opinion"; that a new election would 
replace some Members; and that there 
is a lot of bickering in the Assembly, 

The views he had heard from people 



opposite Bum* PMIp 

/ ALWAYS IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS 

/VROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN" 

y'GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS” UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS 

«yA FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
r WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS 

/ Jaeger -- top English pullovers and cardigans at big 
SAVINGS AGAINST KiAINLAND PRICES 



N Ull 1V International 

FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
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opposed to an election were- 

"The last election has been legal* 
and there are no grounds for a re- 
election. .. 

"Another election would be disrup¬ 
tive to the process of government in 
Norfolk Island - especially detrimen¬ 
tal at this* its early stage... 

"The Australian government would 
consider that we*re too hesitant about 
handling our own affairs... especially 
considering that there could be a 
change of attitude toward Norfolk 
Island by whatever government wins 
(the Australian election this year)... 

Expressing his own view of the sit¬ 
uation* Mr. Buffett said "On the basis 
that there is presently existing a legal 
Legislative Assembly, there would 
need to be an overwhelming body of 
opinion to compel the Assembly to go 
to the polls again. 

"It*s my assessment that whilst 
there is some opinion, it is not over¬ 
whelming. .. 

"The main body of opinion, as I 
interpret it, is for the Legislative 
Assembly to serve its term, and stand 
on its merits or demerits at the 1982 
general election... 

"This is not really the opportunity 
for despair, for dropping tools, and 
running to the polls - - but to show 
mettle and stamina; a resilience to 
achieve the aims expected of a gov¬ 
ernment by the majority of the com¬ 
munity. 

"We are making progress, despite 
many derogatory remarks to the con¬ 
trary. We are gaining momentum. 

I consider that we should maintain the 
impetus." 

BRYAN NUNN; "I believe that the 
Minister was wrong and autocratic in 
ignoring the advice of the vast major¬ 
ity of the Norfolk Island Council at 
that time, in insisting on proportional 
representation against their advice... 

"The result of the referendum proved 
that the people of Norfolk Island under¬ 
stood better the needs of Norfolk Island 
than did Mr. Ellicott, bound up in 
some degree in party politics... 

"Let me make one tiling absolutely 
clear. As far as my seat in the Assem¬ 
bly in concerned, I have already said 
in my election circular that 1 do not 
expect to see out the full three years - 
so nothing I say has any bearing on my 
future, or not, as an Assemblyman... 

"Regardless of one's views of the sys¬ 
tem of election adopted, the most im¬ 
portant single matter, as the Chief 
Minister has said, is that however they 
have been elected, the present Assem¬ 
bly members have in their own way 
the future benefit of Norfolk Island at 
heart. 


"I suspect what must sound to many, 
listening in to the monthly Assembly 
meetings, at times more like a crowd 
of kids squabbling at the playground 
than government in action - I believe 
that this is largely been caused by a 
sort of semi-party political situation 
that proportional representation is 
bound to foster... 

"I would ask all electors, regardless 
of their views on proportional represen¬ 
tation. .. please don't rock the boat at 
this critical stage. If you want a new 
deal and a new Assembly, if you're dis¬ 
illusioned with the way the government 
is working, well, give it a chance to 
achieve its major objectives. 

"Above all, try evolution, not revol¬ 
ution. 

"If in due course, having seen what 
it has achieved, you're still dissatis¬ 


fied, and there are enough people who 
are so dissatisfied, then is the time 
to ask for a dissolution of the Assembly.' 

DUNCAN McINTYRE: "I defy anybody 
to state what die TJroad objectives of 
this House are --where this Assembly 
wants the Island to go -- what future 
is sought -- and what coherent plan 
supports it. 

"Nothing of the kind has emerged. 
Nothing of the kind can be found. 

"The reason? This Assembly was 
elected under the discredited propor¬ 
tional representation system. The 
result is government by bits and pieces. 

"If you look again at the major con¬ 
cern, the major doubt in the commun¬ 
ity, it's clearly the budget deficit -- 
and people don't see a coherent pol- 
, icy, no collective will or wit to reduce 


THEY SAID IT ... 

"THE RESULT of the referendum ( on December 12) removed the foundation 
of legitimacy from this House" 

- -Duncan McIntyre MLA 

"UNTIL SOMEONE can get up and state where this government isn't perform¬ 
ing well...I can't see the question of why we need a re-election" 

--Kevin Williams MLA 

"IT'S NOT the prerogative of this Assembly to judge itself" 

--John Ryves MLA 

"TO BE HAVING another referendum is just delaying tactics by many who 
would want to disrupt the process of government in Norfolk Island" 

--Hon. David Buffett, Chief Minister 

"THERE HAS to be a clear signal from enough of the electors" 

--Bruce MacKenzie MLA 

"WE HAVE NOT got the confidence of the people. I am sure of that" 

--Hon. William Blucher, Deputy Chief Minister 

"WE HAVE a simple and democratic way to clear up any doubt... let the 
people say for themselves" 

--Ed Howard MLA 

"THE ANSWERS I got from the people are quite clear. I don't need a refer¬ 
endum for that. Maybe you think I'm being boastful. Maybe you think I'm 
being big-headed. I don't need a referendum for that. " 

--Bryan Nunn MLA 

"AT THE REFERENDUM.. .333 clearly demonstrated their trust in the 
government" 

--Gilbert Jackson MLA 

__ 
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it, or to form a responsible plan on 
our future. 

"Instead, as is a vice of the propor¬ 
tional representation system, ideas 
come and go, without the feeling that 
they've been truly costed; or that'the 
one who has to implement them is the 
one who introduced them; or that they 
are part of any over-all plan... 

"The basis of legitimacy of the gov¬ 
ernment has been taken out from un¬ 
der this House by the most powerful 
statement you can get of any kind in 
this political system - and that's a ref¬ 
erendum. That's where it went. It 
didn't go out because people were 
dissatisfied, it went out because the 
foundations went out... 

"We are concerned - lam concern¬ 
ed -- to see this House legitimated in 
a political sense, and I say that the 
referendum blew up the foundations. 

"You don't know, and I don't know, 
whether the people want a new elec¬ 
tion. But I do know that you don't kno 
know, and I do know that there's a 
legitimate question out there. 

"It doesn't simply arise from whe¬ 
ther the government is doing well or 
not, it arises from what is the proper 
consequence, in political terms, of 
the way the people voted at the ref¬ 
erendum. 

"It was that 'we don't like the way 
you were elected"- and you don't rep- 
present us.. 

"I worry about the people out 
there. You see, this is the House that 
voted last month not to hear people 
on the topic of re-election. This is 
the House that's voted that it’s been 
legally elected. This is the House 
that's voted against a new election. 

And this is the House that doesn't want 
any referendum on the matter, either." 

ED HOWARD tabled a list of nine rea¬ 
sons why die electors should be allow¬ 
ed to vote again for the Assembly. 

They were; 

"1. The method of voting on Aug¬ 
ust 1st was changed radically, with¬ 
out the electors* consent, and in the 
face of the strongest protests from 
their only elected representatives, 
the Council. In real self-government, 
people ought to elect their representa¬ 
tives the way they think is fair - not 
the way someone else says they have 
to. 

"2. More than a third of the elec¬ 
tors petitioned for a referendum on 
the change in the voting method, 
and asked that the election be delay¬ 
ed until the result was known. The 
election was held regardless, al¬ 
though there was no need for urgen¬ 
cy- 

"3. The votes were counted in a 
(CONTINUED ON P.27) 
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HETTAE! 


“here it is!” 


HEALTH FOOD SHOP 
in Burnt Pine 


* FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

* REFRESHING FRUIT DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
#FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
■fcGREEN & FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 


*AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT’S GOOD: 









ALL SO GOOD --AND "HETTAE1" 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

HOOK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishesand many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restauran 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open sbc nights a week) 
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CITIZEN QUARTZ CALCULATOR 

THIS IS THE WORLD’S FIRST WR1STWATCH 
U) TO PROVIDE A VERSATILE CALCULATOR 
FUNCTION, PLUS ALARM AND 1/100TH 
SECOND STOPWATCH, 


CITIZEN QUARTZ DIGI-ANA 

BOTH TIME MODES, AS WELL AS AN 
ALARM, ON-THE-HOUR CHIME, AND 
1/100TH SECOND STOPWATCH. DIAL 
LIGHT. WATER RESISTANT. 


QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM 


CHRONOGRAPH 

TWO 24-HOUR ALARM?, A 1/100TH 
SECOND CHRONOGRAPH, AND A COUNT¬ 
DOWN TIMER — AS WELL AS CONTINUOUS 
TIME DISPLAY, DAY, DATE & MONTH. 


CITIZEN QUARTZ MULTI-ALARM H 

EXCLUSIVE "TIME-TELLING ALARM" 
GIVES AN AUDIO INDICATION OF THE 
TIME WHENEVER YOU DESIRE. A NEW 
MODEL OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
GREAT WATCHES. 



crrizE 



a full range at 

-----PRENTICE’S- 

TH E-DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 







































































PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as; - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
1 sets by Glen Cree 
I SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
1 packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
| sets by Munrospun 
8 PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 

I women and children 
I BLOUSES and cottQn dresses 
| WOOD & IVORY carvings 
| and other souveniirs 

I Continue along Taylor’s road 
| toward Kingston, and 150 

I yards past Queen Elizabeth 

| Avenue you will find us. 

I Directly opposite Nimpex. 

I Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at die OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4.68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. * 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O, or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN : Mon-Fri 9-1 andl.45-5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
fine) 8.30-5pm fcfon. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST - WEST /AIR N, Z -Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays. 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pm Sat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 

South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual- guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty’s Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty’s Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you’ll want to return. 





























BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL KIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys’* 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, hut The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good \alue at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

■ 

Norfolk Souvenirs ; "If people can find 
our shop - it’s hidden behind others - 
they’ll find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed, afternoon" 

■ 

Prentice's; "The gift of a lifetime - 
"genuine Parker pens at about one - 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230. M 


Prouds: "The famous Wedgwood jas- 
perware, crystal, china, cufflinks etc. 
-some well under { mainland price *' 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
hrand-new Norfolk Island souvenir, 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bav, Rockv Point, Svdnev 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for 35. " 


The Trading Post: "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

I KVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



| 

! 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


Copies of “The Charter off May 8ffh, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY". COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50«. 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATION&RS 

at the %. 


TRADING 

POST 















- CAMERALINES — 

the Minolta XD-5 
has no competition. 


45 mm 12 lens 


Nobody else offers a camera 
like this at this price. The com¬ 
pact Minolta XD-5 is the least 
expensive multi-mode auto¬ 
matic ever made. Yet you can 
demonstrate to your customer 
that it has almost all the features 
of the ultimate automatic, the 
Minolta XD-11. 

Show him that for such an 
advanced camera, the XD-5 Is 
remarkably uncomplicated to use. 

Set the mode selector switch on 
A for aperture priority. And let him 
see how the LED display in the view-finder shows the 
electronically timed shutter speed the camera is setting 
automatically. 

Then turn to S 
for Shutter priority. 

Andbesureto 
point out that this 
is shutter priority 
like no other brand 
of camera has. If 
the light level 
requires that the 
shutter speed be 
changed to get the 
proper exposure, the 

camera warns him. If he ignores the warning^he camera 
goes ahead and adjusts the shutter speed for him to assure 
perfect exposure. 

Now switch to M for the man¬ 
ual mode, which lets him set 
both aperture and shutter 
speed himself. With the cam¬ 
era s built-in meter as a guide. 
Exposure overrides in both 
automatic modes. 

Like the Minolta XG-1, the 
XD-5 has a full plus or minus 
two-stop override control. And 
you can show your customer how it operates in both aper¬ 
ture and shutter priority. 

Extras he wouldn't expect In such an affordable camera. 

Show him the XD-5’s variable self-timer, depth-of-field 
preview button and the handy memo holder that holds the 
end of the film box as a reminder of the film he's using. 

You can tell him he's looking through the brightest 
viewfinder in any 35mm SLR. 





XD-5 mode selector switch 



In shutter priority mode, 
XD-5 viewfinder displays f/stops 


And as the 
exposure mode 
changes, so does the 
LED information that 
your customer sees in 
the viewfinder. Informa¬ 
tion that lets him go on 
taking pictures without 
ever having to look 
away from his subject. 

The XD-5 is another low-cost way to enter 
the Minolta system. 

Bring out the accessories and show how the XD-5 
accepts the Minolta Auto Winder D for single shots or 
action sequences. Minolta flash units, including X-Series 
Auto Electroflash. And the Data Back D, which lets your 
customer record the date or other important information 
on the film frame. 

And you can assure him that the 
XD-5 uses any Minolta lens ever 
made. 


In aperture priority mode. 

XD-5 viewfinder displays shutter speeds 


Override com 


minella 

XD-5 



Auto Winder D. Auto Electroflash units 
132Xand 320X 


r 


you cart 
depend on it 


The automatic choice for versatility 

ItS from 
Camemlh}es. 




















AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 


March 


The 


Norfolk 


■ Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


MON 

24 

■Bousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


TUE 

25 

■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 



WED 

26 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film' (MRT8pm) 


31 


■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 


IHousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
ISm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


1 April 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•C’dant’s Din (G) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
(Philip Island only) 
--Civil Rights Day 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 


■Church services 

■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■ Film (Nik) 
•Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8- 


00 ) 


8 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
t/Zl a (MRT 8. 00) 
C’dants Din (G) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

IQpen night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 


13 


■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d- (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 0C) 


15 


(Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
•C'dant’s Din (G) 


16 


■Film (RSL) 
■Film (Pds) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 


21 


I Church services 
■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm| 
I Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie <tC) 
■Film 01 lk) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT#. 0(% 


-ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY 

March 30th, 1914; Norfolk Island was declared to 
be a territory under the authority of Australia, It 
was not annexed to Australia, and remained a dis¬ 
tinct and separate settlement. Many on the Island 
objected to the change, but no vote was allowed, 
April 7th, I960; The Norfolk Island Act 1957 was 
put inia effect by Australia, giving the Norfolk 




a great name in photography 






CALENDAR 


THUR 

27 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d* (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


3 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b’d (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

28 

■ RSL Social rtight 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


4 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


SAT 

29 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


5 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



s 


LOCATIONS 


10 

■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


17 

■Housie (LC) 
'USm’b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


ii 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


18 

.■ RSL Social night 
•Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE - - '■ 1 

Island Council Very limited self-government pow¬ 
ers. The Council refused to accept them because 
they appeared to lead to land taxes, and the law 
was repealed several years later. 

April 16th, 1845; There was a great storm on Pit¬ 
cairn Island, ancT a large plot of land disappeared 
into the sea in a landslide. 


12 

• SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


19 

• SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 


A -N.X Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KQ -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd: Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -T tb P ay Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon’s Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YG ^Youth Centre 



AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALINES 




















-CAMERALINES- 

the Minolta XG4 
is better than its competition. 


45mm f 2 lens 


The first thing to do is to put the 
XG-1 into your customer s hands. 

Let him feel its compact size, 
its light weight. 

Ask him to operate the film 
advance lever to feel its silkiness. 

Let him see how conveniently 
the controls are placed. And 
hear how the sound of the elec¬ 
tromagnetic shutter release is 
almost no sound at all. 
o Because even though the XG-1 
is the most affordable Minolta 35mm 
automatic, it still handles like a Minolta. 

Now that your customer knows how well the XG-1 
handles, show him how easy it is to use. 

Simply set the shutter speed dial on A for automatic. 

Now at the 
slightest touch of 
the shutter button 
the XG-Ts view¬ 
finder LED s light 
up to show the 
shutter speed the 
camera is setting. 

And that’s impor¬ 
tant if your customer 
is a beginner. 

Because he’s prob 
ably more familiar 
with shutter speeds than f/stops. 

Viewfinder control of shutter speeds Is just one benefit 
of an aperture-priority automatic. 

Here are some more advantages that you can point out: 
Aperture priority lets your customer control depth of field the 
way professionals do. 

And when he’s ready for mirror telephoto lenses or close- 
up equipment, he can use them with the XG-1 s auto-expo¬ 
sure system. He can’t do that with a shutter-priority 

automatic. 

A Minolta never asks 
your customer to give up 
exposure control. 

■ * With the XG -1, he ca n 
override tf%£Utomatic 
exposure up to two full 
stops plus or minus the 
metered value. Some of 
the XG-l’s competitors 
offer plus 1-1/2 or 2 
stops only. 



An electronic self-timer that’s a 
natural for demonstrating. 
Trip the XG-1 s self-timer and a 
big red LED starts flashing. Right 
up front where it’s easy to see. 




XG-I shutter speed dial 



Electronic self-timer 

Make sure your customer notices that the flashing of the 
LED speeds up just before the picture is taken. We say it’s the 
camera that even lets you know when to smile. 

For all its affordability, the XG-1 is still a full 
Minolta system camera. 

You can really impress your customer with the XG-l’s ver¬ 
satility by showing him all the lenses and accessories it will 
accept. 

Attach the Auto Winder G and show him how he can shoot 
single frames or automatic sequences at about two frames a 
second. i? 

Add one of Minolta’s four X-Series Auto Electroflash units 
and demonstrate how it sets the XG -1 $ shutter for flash 
operation. And the Auto Electroflash 200X and 320X can 
even synchronize with the auto winder for continuous flash 
sequences. 

Last, but certainly not least, you 
can show him how easy it is 
to change to any of Minolta’s 
more than forty computer- 
designed lenses. With the 
Minolta bayonet mount, 
less than a quarterturn 
locks the lens in place. The 
Minolta system has lenses 
from 7.5mm fisheye to 
1600mm super-telephoto. 

Including macros, wide 
angle and telephoto zooms 
and Special-purpose lenses. Auto Winder G. Auto Electroflash units 

II8X and 200X 




XG-1 viewfinder displays shutter speeds 


The automatic choice for value. 




you can 
depend on it 


its from 
Ckvrnenjilhjes. 





















5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
‘incomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
tind it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you* 11 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
udividualists, with their own strong 
.deas about many things. But the 
subjectscare keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
•slanders** - direct descendants of 
die Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
00 Australians and 300 New Zealand- 
rr who have settled here; over 100 
f them have married Islanders, and 
the Pitcairn families all told 
•.mount to slightly over half the popu- 
i;cn. The Pitcairners hold over 
o sr of die Island’s freehold and 
■ own lease land, and well over half 
the youngsters at the Norfolk 
ool are Pitcairn descendants, 
in addition there are normally sev- 
1 Hundred people, many of them 
ng, from Australia and New Zea- 
a. who are here on six month 
rk permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
Tiled on the Island - there being 
ually no unemployment among 
permanent population. Many of 
e work for relatively low wages 
the tourist industry, and regard 
,cir stay on Norfolk as a sort of work- 
g holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
o Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
hat they could have the entire Island 
nd its buildings to divide among 
hemselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author- 
ties for generations afterward main- 
rained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
koyal Commissions over the genera- 
ions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first dtne 
in 1977 (and available In reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a Strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2 : FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation 6f a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $12o, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making H a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school* and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3 : THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world’s few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of die past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and milt ruin are In Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 






building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners' com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4C COLONY STATUS 

Regally Norfolk is not ?an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises the fact that 
th$ Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free. H 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. he said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When die Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct, the signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk's Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U.N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli¬ 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk’s laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and die Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia's power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion^ any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control* Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island’s gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia* 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk’s 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island's 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island's conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly's poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament” is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Am- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 





THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 



Cocktail 
Bar and 




me 


YOUR FA VOURITE COCKTAILS 
t ' FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 


me 


DVELY DINING ROOM 
EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


mce 


1 ■ SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
' " DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 



Eddie Lloyd, Manager 
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FAC I FtC ISLANDS 


the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and coven these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Ftfi 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 
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IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3 ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



TRAMNB MI$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am"7pm -Friday till 9 PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs,. - teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. . .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper. ..personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists’ requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 






(CONTINUED FROM P.14) 

radically different way, which was 
never explained to the electors in 
any of the official material sent to 
theme Most people had no idea how 
the counting would be done --which 
meant they did not understand ex¬ 
actly what they were doing when 
they voted. 

*4. The votes were not correctly 
counted. It has been said that the 
Assembly was legally elected under 
the law that prevailed at the time, 
but this is incorrect. To give an 
important example, as a result of 
mis-counting, only eight candi¬ 
dates were proved to have received 
the necessary quota of 79 votes. 

"5. When the referendum was 
finally held - several months later 
than it could have been held - 58 °Ic 
of the voters said that they did not 
accept proportional representation 
as a way of electing members to 
the Assembly. 

"6. The present Assembly is un¬ 
able to claim that it is freely and 
willingly supported by the majority of 
the electors, because the majority 
have officially rejected the method 
by which the Assembly was chosen. 
This means that the Assembly’s 
right to govern is in doubt. 

”7. A majority of electors, having 
voted "no* to the system by which 
the Assembly was put into power, 
will have quite understandable 
grounds for questioning the propriety 
of any laws that such an Assembly 
requires them to obey. 

"8. Proportional representation 
was forced on the electors by the 
decision of the Minister. The min¬ 
ister also has the power to decide 
that a new election should be held. 

If he does not do so, electors will 
have quite understandable grounds 
for believing that Norfolk Island is 
being governed as the Minister wants 
it to be - not as the majority of 
electors want it to be. 

"9. Unlike larger places, Norfolk 
can have an election with little 
cost, little disruption, and little 
time required. We therefore have 
a simple and democratic way to 
clear up any doubt about whether 
the present Assembly is what the 
majority of electors want - simply 
let the people say for themselves. * 


HON. WILLIAM BLUCHER: "We’ve 
got to do something. If we don’t, 
we’re going to be sitting here for the 
next 2| years, at:lea$t every month, 
bashing our heads against a brick wall, 
arguing with one another, and getting 


absolutely nowhere. 

"The more we do this, the more im¬ 
petus, and the quicker, we’re going 
to play right into the recommenda¬ 
tions of the Royal Commission - and 
that's not what I’m about... 

"What is the way out of this? The 
only correct way out of it is to go back 
to the people. 

"We might say that we are the gov¬ 
ernment, and we should be positive, 
and get on with government. But we're 
the servants of the people, and we’ve 
got to realise thatJ 

"The public service are the servants 
of the people, and the Assembly mem¬ 
bers are the servants of the people... 

M We are a government, and we’ve 
got to perform like one. And we’re 
not performing like one unless we 
get the confidence of the people. 

"We have not got die confidence of 
the people. I am sure of that... 

"When you consider whether we 
should have an election, or shouldn’t 
have another election, if you’re like 
me, my own view is that this Assem¬ 
bly has really lost the confidence of 
the majority of the community. 

"I ask myself, ’if we don’t want an 
election to try and rectify that’- and 
elections can be held quite easily; 
we can still be in office up until the 
day of election, and still be sworn in 
the next day, so that doesn’t lose any 
smooth, effective running of 'govern¬ 
ment - I ask myself, ’if we don’t 
want an election, what are we afraid 
of? 

"Are we afraid to go back to the 
people? 

"Are we afraid to say to the peo¬ 
ple, ’give me your confidence again, 
because I don’t believe we have it’ ? 

I don’t see anything wrong with that. 

I think it’s a democratic form of 
thinking that every person should 
have... 

"I ask myself, ’what are we afraid 
of?’ - and I’m not afraid. 

"I’d support a move to stand for 
election again, at any time." 

GILBERT JACKSON : "The present 
Assembly has teen legally elected. 

"No one doubts that this Assembly 
wasn't elected under the Norfolk Is¬ 
land Act. 

"And the Act explained that it was 
legally elected on the first of July. 

"What happened when the proportion¬ 
al voting was first mentioned, and the 
introduction of it, I don’t suppose we 
went to the poll with more than 50per- 
sons on the Island, electors, convinc¬ 
ed that they understood it, that they 
believed in it, that they really wanted 
it anyhow. 

"But on the 12th of December, a 


referendum was held. And we find 
out there was 330-odd stated at die 
referendum that they preferred this 
method of voting. 

"Now these 333 has clearly demon¬ 
strated their trust in the government, 
from the first of August, when no 
doubt when the election was on, as I 
indicated, there'd be only 50 wanted 
it. 

"But this increase, and no doubt 
the increase will continue.. • 

"I’m convinced that Mr. Howard, Mr. 
McIntyre and Mr. Blucher are turning 
the results of the referendum into a 
question for their own gain. 

"The question of the referendum 
wasn’t asked by the people, did they 
want another election. The question 
was asked of an opinion - what method 
of voting would they prefer? 

"Well they answered that. There 
was nothing in the question put to the 
electors whether they wanted another 
election, whether they wanted a re¬ 
ferendum on another election, there 
was nothing of the sort, and it’s quite 
clear that this debate is being turned 
in their own end, and trying to turn 
the debate here in this chamber for 
their own gain, in saying that the 
electors have spoken. 

"Certainly they have spoken, and 
it’s been respected." 


"After listening to the Legislative 
Assembly asking the residents to let 
them know their views as regards the 
holding of another election I should 
like to inform you that I think it imper¬ 
ative there should be another one." 
Gladys Ashbumer 

"After your Assembly meeting on Wed¬ 
nesday of last week 1 understand that it 
would benefit the Assembly AND Nor¬ 
folk Island if each individual were to 
write and give their honest opinion. 

"So far thing? have not gone as we 
hoped and if a new election is held it 
will definitely prove what the majority 
of folk need. 

"A new election will prove itself for 
ail time and no more bickering. " 
Jeannie Mitchell 

"We, tiie undersigned, do not support 
the move for a new election for the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly. 

"We pledge our support to the present 


LETTERS 
TO THE 
ASSEMBLY 
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t ably which was elected on 1st 
August, 1979 and would like to see all 
members serve their full term. " 

V. & J, H. Alston. 

□ 

,f We write to you in strong support of 
the view that the present Legislative 
Assembly being properly elected by 
the people of Norfolk Island should re¬ 
main and continue in office for its full 
appointed term and that any suggestion 
of an earlier election is quite out of 
order and unjustified." 

W. M. Randall 
E.M. Randall 

□ 

"Through the Referendum of 12th Dec 
ember 9 1979. the majority of the Nor¬ 
folk Island electors indicated their pre¬ 
ference for the Voting System used to 
elect the Ninth Norfolk Island Council. 
Having.established this. we. the under¬ 
signed; are convinced that a new elec¬ 
tion should be held without further 
delay." ■ 7 

Beryl Palmer 
John Adams^Carr 
Jane Carr 
Muriel Christian 
□ 

"We wish to indicate our belief that 
as the Referendum in December 1979 
indicated the majority of electors pre¬ 


ferred the old "First Past the Post" 
system of voting to that used at the 
last election a new election should be 
held as soon as possible to ensure that 
tLc people of Norfolk Island have the 
Government they want." 

J and M. Hooper 

□ 

"In accordance with the unanimous 
vote at a general membership meet¬ 
ing of the Society of Descendants of 
the Pitcairn Settlers (one member ab¬ 
staining), and after full debate of the 
matter in two consecutive meetings, 
the following rwolution is hereby sent 
to the members of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly and to the Administrator of 
Norfolk Island: 

"1. An objective of the Society of 
Descendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
a^eed to by each member, is to re¬ 
store on Norfolk Island a principle 
which prevailed on Pitcairn Island be¬ 
fore our ancestors accepted Norfolk 
Island as their new homeland. This 
principle is that a government auth¬ 
ority - "is not to assume any power 
or authority on his own responsibility, 
or without the consent of die majority 
of the people". 

"2. On 6th November, 1978 the So¬ 
ciety resolved that it would "not re¬ 


gard any form of Norfolk Island govern¬ 
ment as being fully legitimate unless 
it has received the formal consent of 
the majority of the electors to be gov¬ 
erned." 

"3. Each of the nine members of the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly 
holds authority Without die consent of 
the majority erf the people having been 
determined. Each one was elected 
when he was known to have the consent 
of only a minority of the people, under 
a voting system which was forced on the 
people without their consent* 

"4. At Referendum on 12th December, 
1979 a majority of the people voted 
that the method by which die members 
of the Assembly were elected was un¬ 
acceptable to them. 

"5. In accordance with the objec¬ 
tives of the Society, the Society’s 
resolution erf 6th November, 1978, 
and the result of the Referendum on 
12th December, 1979, we declare 
that the Society does not regard the 
present membership of the Legislative 
Assembly as fully legitimate. 

"6. The Society therefore asks that a 
re-election of the membership of the 
Legislative Assembly be held without 
any delay, using the method of 
voting which die majority of the peo¬ 
ple have supported." 

□ 

"We have listened carefully to the 
debate in die Legislative Assembly 
regarding action to be taken as a 
result of the recent Referendum, in 
which a majority of electors expres¬ 
sed dis-satisfaction with die method 
used. 

"In our opinion it therefore is nec- 
cessary to hold another election and 
the only item remaining to be dealt 
with is THE DATE ." 

Marian & Bill Underwood 

□ 

"The Norfolk Island Chamber of 
Commerce sent out a Questionnaire 
to all members on February 27, 1980. 

"Up to die present date, March 11, 
1980, the following results were ob¬ 
tained: 

Number of Questionnaires sent 102 


Total replied to date 49 

Total " YES" replies 30 

Total "NO" replies 15 

Already voted 2 

No Comment 2 


"Replies have not been received 
from 53 members. 

"A copy of the Questionnaire and 
covering letter is enclosed for your 
information." 

"Dear Member, 

"Members of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce will be aware that a Referen- 



\ 


Pountp Hoirge Cabern 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT "BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 

Tuesday through Saturday* from 7pah 

—BOOKINGS: 
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dam on the method of election of 
Members of the Legislative Assembly 
took place on Wednesday* December 
12 last. The result was a total of 
4£>3 with a MO vote against 339 with 
a YES vote. These results clearly 
'ihow that the majority of voters fa¬ 
voured a return to the old electoral 
system of -first past the post". 

"Since the Referendum the Govern¬ 
ment of Norfolk Island has undertaken 
to introduce legislation to amend the 
present unacceptable electoraliyuem. 
Meanwhile* some members of the 
Assembly and the public belicv^that, 
in view of the Referendum results/ ku 
new election should take place as soon 
as possible. At the last meeting of 
the Legislative Assembly a motion was 
carried* namely - •The Assembly have 
a full and open discussion of tills mat¬ 
ter and of the views electees may ex¬ 
press at its next ordinary meeting in 
March. * 

"This meeting will be held on Tues¬ 
day* March 11. 

"Two organisations - the Society of 
Pitcairn Descendants and the Accom¬ 
modation Proprietors Association - have 
canvassed their members* views on the 
election issue and the results have 
been relayed to His Honour the Admin¬ 
istrator and Assembly members. 

"In light of the foregoing yoor execu¬ 
tive committee believes it should seek 
your views oq the matter. To this end 
it has accordingly devised a simple poll 
poll questionnaire. 

"To obviate duplication of votes 
members 'of this Chamber who have 
already voted on this issue through* for 
instance* the Society of Pitcairn De¬ 
scendants or the Accommodation Pro 
prietors Association should indicate 
this by placing a tick in the appro¬ 
priate place. 

"Please complete the questionnaire 
which is attached and return it to the 
Hon. Secretory in the enclosed enve¬ 
lope before Wednesday* March 6* 1980. 

"In order to ensure confidentiality the 
attached form need not be signed. The 
results of the Poll will be conveyed to 
Vi is Honour the Administrator and As¬ 
sembly members pririr to their next 
neeting on a number basis only." 

NORFOLK ISLAND CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 
Newman 
Acting President 

QUESTIONNAIRE: 

The referendum on the method of 
election of Members of the Legisla¬ 
tive Assembly held on December 12* 
1979* demonstrated that the elec¬ 
tors preferred the old electoral sys¬ 
tem of "first past the post". 

In view of this do you advocate a 



r HiT*S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK. IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING. ACCESSORIES* 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RG A IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN* IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

lanc6me COSMETICS 

KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN. AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 

ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 
AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 
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new election be held &$ soon as 
possible? 

Please tick the appropriate box 

■v;; r. Yes 
^ 

Have already voted on 
this question 

No contttient 

□ 

M There seems to be no legitimate 
reason to dissolve the present Assem¬ 
bly and hold another election* 

"Local Government bodies have 
been dissolved on grounds of graft and 
corruption* Except in countries where 
purges and coups are the order of the 
day, Parliaments, are dissolved only 
if the Government ceases to have the 
power to govern* This may occur if 
the party or parties forming the Gov¬ 
ernment lose the majority, or if an 
Upper House is controlled by a differ - 
ferent party to the Lower House and 
prevents passage of Bills* None of 
these circumstances is applicable to 
Norfolk Island there being no evidence 
of graft and corruption, no political 
parties, no Upper House and no loss 
of power to govern* 

“There is no justification whatever to 
call for a re-election on the grounds 
of the results of the referendum* All 
that the referendum ascertained was 
that a majority of the voters (smaller 
than that needed to change the Austra¬ 
lian Constitution) preferred the old meth¬ 
od of voting to the proportional voting 
system* It did not tell us if the major¬ 
ity of people approved of. liked, or had 
any faith in the old system of voting* 

To talk about "the voting method ap¬ 
proved at the Referendum** is to make 
an inference which has no logical 
foundation. 

“Surely the responsibly elected mem¬ 
bers of the Norfolk Island Assembly 
would not dissolve that Assembly on 
the basis of a falacious argument! 

"Therefore, in our opinion, there is 
no legitimate reason to hold another 
election until the end of the term of 
office of this Assembly* ** 

W.W. Sanders and E. M*v Sanders ^ 

□ . 

"i wish to make it understood to all 
concerned that there seems to be an 
opinion expressed by the Accommoda¬ 
tion Proprietor's Association, of which 
I am a member, that we unanimously 
support a move for another election, 
based on the old principlib ^f elections* 
"At the February meeting of this as¬ 
sociation (when I was absent) there 
were thirteen members present out of 
a total of thirty-one members when 


this "unanimous" opinion was expres¬ 
sed. A letter was sent to The Admin¬ 
istrator from this meeting* At the 
next meeting in March.,T brought the 
matter to the notice of the meeting 
that 1 was appalled at such a decision 
being made* I seconded a motion by 
Mr. Vem Alston to the effect that 
this was only a unanimous decision 
of a small number of members. An- 


NORFOLK’S DENTIST. Eric Williams, 
was able to combine some valuable 
professional information-gathering 
with a holiday in Australia in February* 
He took part in the Australian Dental 
Association's Convention at Hobart. 
Tasmania, where he was able to be 
brought up-to-the-minute on materials | 
and techniques that may benefit resi¬ 
dents of Norfolk* 

.He has kindly prepared a brief report 
to let readers of The News about some 
of the things he learnt: 

"The Hobart Dental Convention was 
of peat value to me and I am sure in 
time Will be of benefit to the island 
also* 

"When I left private practice seven 
years ago there were two or three com¬ 
posite materials on the market* To¬ 
day there are about sixty being mar¬ 
keted. some a lot better than others* 
Conventions such as the Hobart give us 
a chance of learning from researchers 
and others, including the Australian 
Bureau of Dental Standards, which 
are the best to use. 

"The speed of improving technology 
makes it difficult to keep making the 
right choices in materials -- products 
hitting the market today maybe out¬ 
dated in a few months time. 

"The Association holds these Con¬ 
tentions every four years. 

"The venue for the Scientific Pro¬ 
gram was the University Centre. 
University of Tasmania* 

"The opening ceremony on Sunday 
If February at the Hobart Town Hall 
. Was- attended by about 600 dentists 
and their partner^, representing many 
nationalities* The Governor of Tas¬ 
mania presented the Opening Address. 

"In the roll call of nations, states, 
and territories 1 was welcomed as 
the representative of the South Pacific* 
"The International Guest Lecturers 
were Dr. Ralph Yuodeiis, Professor 
of Restorative Dentistry, University 
of Washington; Dr* Leori Silverstone, 
Professor and Head df the Department 
of Cariology University of Iowa; Dr* 


other letter has now been sent in 
this vein to The Administrator* 

"My Company, the South Pacific 
Hotel/Motel Limited wishes it to be 
known that we are of .the view that 
the Assembly was elected in a true 
democratic manner and trust all 
elected members will treat this as an 
instrument of confidence* * 

A* Dyer. 


John Ingle, Consultant to the .World 
Health Organisation and formerly Dean 
of the Dental School, University of 
Southern California; Dr* J.D* Strahan, 
Eastman Dental Hospital, London. U* 

K. ; and Dr* D*C. Smith, University 
of Toronto, Canada. 

{ In addition there were many other 
lecturer* from Australia* In all 69 
lectures were presented along with 
many table demonstrations of mat¬ 
erials and techniques. 

The dental supply houses were there 
in force and presented a large trade 
display of materials and equipment* 

Dr. Silverstone's lectures were most 
interesting* It is now possible to 
create, in the laboratory,*carious les- 
sions in a tooth* These are indistin¬ 
guishable histologically from those 
which develop in teeth in the mouth, 
which lead to cavities* As a result, 
research is now proceeding to try to 
discover how to remineralise those 
lesions before the formation of a cav¬ 
ity occurs. 

At present flouride is used as the re- 
mineralising-agent, but it is hoped to 
produce something much more effec¬ 
tive in the future* 

"Doubts that I held regarding some 
materials and techniques have been 
resolved by Dr. Silverstone and other 
lecturers and these will now be used in 
the future on Norfolk Island* 

"It appears that the composite (plas¬ 
tic) filling materials will be the mat¬ 
erials for the 80s and we can look for¬ 
ward to many improvements during 
this decade. 

Great things are expected of a new 
tooth-coloured filling material called 
a 'glass ionomer’. It has a limited 
application at present, but with im¬ 
provements in strength it will have a 
wider range of use* 

"It was a great Convention, extreme¬ 
ly well organised, and the Australian 
Dental Association must be commended 
for bringing to Australia a number of 
clinicians and researchers who are 
world leaders in their fields*" 


Hew plastic fillings may 
be used here, dentist says 
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N.L TRADITION: 
Gains... 

THE LEGISLATIVE Assembly made its 
meeting procedures "more Norfolk" 
at its meeting in March, by getting 
lid of two standing rules that Austra¬ 
lia had recommended when the As¬ 
sembly was formed. 

One prevented anyone from speak¬ 
ing more than one time in any discus¬ 
sion, The other limited speakers to 
no more than five or ten minutes, de¬ 
pending on the subject. 

The rules stifled back-and-forth dis¬ 
cussion. From now on, members will 
be able to talk as often and as long 
as they like, provided they stay on 
the subject and aren't offensive. 

...A losses 

But two other procedural matters 
became apparent at the meeting, 
which make die Assembly different 
from the familiar old Norfolk Island 
Council style. 

One is that letters from the public 
to the Assembly or to the Administra¬ 
tor are not going to be read out in 
meetings, as such letters were in the 
Council days. 

The other is that motions made by 
members can be amended so complete¬ 
ly as to make them unrecognisable. 

The tradition in Council was that an 
original motion was often amended 
if die members thought the change 
improved the original idea -- but the 
original idea was eventually voted 
on, yes or no, even if in a modified 
form. 

Assembly rules allow an original 
motion to be replaced by a totally 
different one, if a majority want to 
avoid voting on the original. 

This happened twice on March 11th. 
One original motion read as follows: 

"(1) because the electors were pre¬ 
vented from using their traditional 
voting method at the election on 1 
August 1979; 

"(2) because their votes in that elec¬ 
tion were counted by a radically 
changed method which was never of¬ 
ficially explained to the electors; and 
"( 3 ) because a majority of the elec¬ 
tors voted on 12 December 1979 that 
proportional representation is not an 
acceptable method of electing the 
Assembly, --the electors should be al¬ 
lowed to vote again, this time in their 
traditional manner, to ensure that the 
Assembly is constituted in a manner 
that is acceptable to the majority of 
electors. ” 
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President David Buffett moved that 
the motion be amended by changing 
it to read as follows: 

"Although (a) the electors were not 
able to use their traditional voting 
method on 1 August 1979; 

"(b) there may have been some 
misunderstanding of the electoral 
method, and 

"(c) die electors have now stated 
their view that proportional represen¬ 
tation is not an acceptable method of 
electing Members of the Legislative 
Assembly, -- this House is of the 
opinion (a) that the present Assembly 
has been legally elected; (b) that 
all reasonable steps have been taken 
to ensure that the method of voting is 
changed for the next general election, 
and (c) that no general election should 
occur until the term of the current 
Assembly expires in 1982". 

Six members liked that motion bet¬ 
ter than the original one, and dump¬ 
ed the original without having to 
vote against it. 

A later original motion read: 

"(1) having regard to the result of 
the recent referendum in which the 
people of the Island rejected propor¬ 
tional representation and asked for a 
return to the old system of voting and 
"(2) having regard to the fact that 
the Members of this House were elect¬ 
ed by the system rejected by the 
voters--this House (a) requests the Min¬ 
ister to call a referendum forthwith on 
the question whether there should now 
be a new election using the voting 
system approved by the electors and 
(b) agrees that it is bound by the re¬ 
sult as expressed in the higher number 
of votes one way or the other." 

President Buffett moved an amend¬ 
ment to it too, proposing that it be 
changed to read as follows: 

"(1) having regard to the result of the 
recent referendum in which the peo¬ 
ple of the Island rejected proportion¬ 
al representation and asked for a 
return to the old system of voting 
This House endorses the introduction 
of a Bill for an Act to amend the 
Legislative Assembly Ordinance 1979 
proposed at today^s sitting of the Nor¬ 
folk Island Legislative Assembly, to 
reintroduce the old system of voting 
in Norfolk Island, namely the first 
past the post system". 

Once again the majority agreed, 
and avoided have to vote yes or no 
on the original by amending it into 
something very different. 
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Work-Hours to 
be compulsory? 

A MOVE to have Norfolk's govern¬ 
ment bring in regulations of work 
hours in private industry on Norfolk 
was foreshadowed by Mr. Gilbert 
Jackson at the March Assembly 
meeting. 

In a statement titled "40-hour 
Week", he raised the matter and in¬ 
vited comments from the public. 

His statement will be debated at 
the meeting set for April 9th. 

The statement read: 

"The present situation on the Island 
in regards to working hours is as 
follows; 

"The Administration staff and its 
workers work 40 hours a week, 

"Hotel and motel staff work 48 
hours, over a six-day week. 

"Other workers in industry and the 
private sector work hours which are 
determined by negotiation. 

"It is my considered opinion that 
the hours worked by individual em¬ 
ployees should be looked at by the 
Government. 

"The purpose of this paper is to in¬ 
vite comments by the public on the 
proposal, and to have the views of 
Members expressed in the House at 
die next sitting." 


ft's your 
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know. Someone just suddenly produc¬ 
ed the map with that panhandle on 
it. 

"It arose out of this ‘fifth vote* 
misunderstanding, which has, you 
know, no real legal basis, 

"We don’t want to be nasty and 
take it off. I mean that would be 
a little offensive to everyone. 

"It’s one of those slips that's hap¬ 
pened, and given it some sort of cred¬ 
ibility, by just repeated usage, and 
--um--that’s really the answer." 

Mr. Hugh Wyndham (Head of the 
Papua New Guinea Section.in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, and 
a specialist on South Pacific Commis¬ 
sion): "I think the point is that Nor 
folk Island has always been within 
the area of the South Pacific Commis¬ 


sion, from 1947, But being within the 
area is not sufficient to justify a seat, 
a separate seat, at the South Pacific 
Conference. That’s governed by a 
separate article of the Canberra Agree¬ 
ment which relates to participation 
in the Conference, which Mr. McDon- 
ale quoted, but which basically says 
that participation in the Conference 
will be those countries that are par¬ 
ties to the Canberra Agreement, plus 
territories within the area that are 
designated for that purpose by the 
Commission. That was done at an 
early date in die life of die Commis¬ 
sion, and it hasn’t essentially been 
revised since. M 

Bryan Nunn MLA: "You wouldn’t 
feel that geographically 1, 000 miles 
of water don’t make it (Norfolk Island 


-ed.) geographically separate? You 
wouldn't think that its background 
of the settlement of the Pitqajtners 
would have some bearing on its eth¬ 
nical difference? You wouldn't feel 
that any of the^e cases allow Norfolk 
Island to be considered a somewhat 
different proposition to metropolitan 
Australia?" 

Mr. McDonald: "My answer to all 
those is no. I think that’s how I’m 
going to have to put it. Let me say, 
though, that die fact there are some 
differences is the reason that Norfolk 
is a territory in its own right, as. dis¬ 
tinct from being a part of New South 
Wales, if you like. There are no 
hard and fast rules about, you know, 
when is a country a long, long way 
away, and when it’s close. But Wes- 


The crucial map that ‘someone suddenly produced* 


THE MAP OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION AREA 
ShOWS THE BOUNDARY-LINE REACHING SOME 700KM 
SOUTH IN ORDER TO INCLUDE NORFOLK ISLAND. 

AUSTRALIA’S DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SAYS "WE REALLY DON'T KNOW" WHY THE MAP WAS 
DRAWN THIS WAY, AND THAT IT WAS AN ERROR. 

"SOMEONE JUST SUDDENLY PRODUCED THE MAP 
WITH THAT PANHANDLE ON IT, " SAYS THE DEPART¬ 


MENT. 

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF COPIES OF THE MAP HAVE 
BEEN PRODUCED AND CIRCULATED SINCE 1947. 

AT THE FOOT OF THE MAP IS THE LEGEND, "COM¬ 
PILED AND DRAWN BY DIVISION OF NATIONAL MAP¬ 
PING, DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL RESOURCES, CAN¬ 
BERRA, A. C. T,.., PRINTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN 
GOVERNMENT PRINTER". 















































































tern Australia, for example, Perth, 
is 2£ thousand miles from the east 
coast... 

"There are ethnic communities in 
Australia which are as distinctive from 
what you might call the mainstream, 
homogeneous population as people on 
Norfolk. You’ve got your aboriginals, 
you’ve got your Tones Strait Islanders, 
you’ve got the South Seas islanders-- 
there are 3, 000 South Seas islanders 
in a community up around Mackay-- 
you’ve got your long-standing Italian 
and German ethnic communities in 
different areas, and so forth. 

"So it’s a, you know, very difficult 
and could be dangerous game to sort 
of draw too much attention to--ah-- 
ethnic differences which aren’t sharp 
and diverse. 

"I would think that in terms of geo¬ 
graphy and history and ethnic origins 
that you fit very neatly into die Aus¬ 
tralian community. 

M But that's not for me to decide. It 
has been decided. ” 

Ed Howard MLA: H We’ve had a re¬ 
markable brick handed to us this morn¬ 
ing in being informed, in Mr. McDon¬ 
ald’s very clear statement, that there 
never was any association between 
Norfolk Island and the South Pacific 
Commission or the South Pacific Con¬ 
ference. 

"He mentioned it as though it were 
a minor matter, one of those little 
slips of record-keeping that isn’t of 
much consequence. I think what he 
has said is extraordinarily newsworthy 
in the South Pacific. I think there 
will be many members of the South 
Pacific Commission and Forum who 
will be astonished to hear what he’s 
said. I know the South Pacific Com¬ 
mission is going to be astonished to 
hear what he’s said, because all of 
its publications, every single one, 
list Norfolk Island as a territory that 
is one of the territories covered by a 
the Commission... 

"It's a statement of tremendous. 


basic importance to Norfolk Island and 
its constitutional position and its 
future... 

"I don't think it’s an incidental 
little remark made in die course of an 
otherwise pleasant meeting. I think 
it's a bombshell so far as Norfolk 
Island is concerned, and I think it ought 
ought to be regarded as a statement 
of major significance in the relations 
between Australia and Norfolk... 

"The Commonwealth of Australia, 
for what may seem very good reasons 
to the Commonwealth of Australia, 
has simply grabbed Norfolk Island’s 
200-mile zone and said 'that’s ours*. 

I don't think it's a question that is 
finally resolved and answered simply 
because the Department of Foreign 
Affairs or the Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment says ’that's the end of it-^that*$ 
our zone-^-keep your hands off it'. I 
think it's one that will smoulder. 1 
think it will be resolved one way or 
another, and I think that if there's 
justice in die world it will be seen that 
that 200-mile zone is part of this 
island, the way 2 00-mile zones are 
parts of other islands all around the 
world." 

# 

Mr. McDonald* "I was explaining to 
the Chief Minister that the State gov¬ 
ernments have very much their own 
powers in the areas of land, concessions 
--tax concessions -- and so forth for 
investment purposes. So if there's a 
sort of a seminar being conducted in 
the United States or in Japan or Europe 
pn investment, it’s sometimes more 
appropriate for the State government 
to be the representative. They usually 
go under an Australian hat, but if it’s 
a private meeting it doesn’t really 
matter. 

"So everything's done on an ad hoc 
basis. But when you get to a meeting 
of nations, which is the way the South 
Pacific structure is evolving, well, then 
only the national authority can be the 
formal representative. 


"I think a very good way of illustrat¬ 
ing this is perhaps in the fishing area. 

I know you people have passed a resol¬ 
ution on 200 mile zones, 

"I think if you look at it this way: 
if the Japanese had to negotiate sep¬ 
arate treaties with the six Australian 
States, and the two Australian terri¬ 
tories which attract territorial zones 
or 200 mile zones, they would find 
it very difficult, and they would say 
’what's the point of having &n Austra¬ 
lian government?’ • -. * 


Mr. McDonald: "1 have no doubt that 
when we come to areas of interest in 
Norfolk Island, they’ll certainly be 
consulted and involved in the formula¬ 
tion of a consensus. ” 

"Mr. Nunn: "Has that happened in 
die fishing industry, for instance? Has 
there been any consultation--as far as 
the fishing limits are concerned, and 
what is in Norfolk Island’s interest?../* 

Mr. McDonald: "Let me first put 
in a reservation, that I haven’t been 
handling the fisheries negotiations. 

But as you’ll know from die press, 
there’s been a lot of involvement with 
the Queensland government over the 
question of fishing off the Queensland 
coast, and 1 can assure you that the 
Tasmanian and other State govern¬ 
ments have been deeply involved. 

"I must admit I don’t know the ex¬ 
tent to which Norfolk Island has been 
consulted. But the Department of 
Home Affairs have been involved, 
and 1 would have thought that your 
interests were very very obvious, and 
very, you know, directly taken into 
account..." 

"There is an Australian Fisheries 
Council. And if you people weren’t 
satisfied that* you’re a --about the 
degree of consultation, I would have 
thought that you would seek mem¬ 
bership of the Australian Fisheries 
Council -- but 1 can’t speak about 
that with any authority." 


it 


HEY - LET'S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 
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SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGHT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 

RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT’S ON TONIGhT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 

Jy D| p || , t a "A SHANTY" (Desert adventure)... “CHATTERBOX" (Comedy)... "ESCAPE TO. WITCH 
jA D1U HI I O MOUNTAIN" (Walt Disney)... "SPIDERMAN STRIKES"... "I WANNA HOLD YOUR 
Qpijtni II Cn HAND" (Beatties)... "DRACULA" (Horror)... "END PLAY" (Thriller)... "GOOD GUYS j 
^t/rlCLIULI-U W EAR BLACK" (Comedy-drama)... "BILLION DOLLAR THREAT" 

Targe range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd- hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
























Tfye florfolk j^lterrjative 

ONE OF A SERIES ON POSSIBILITIES_WHAT WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


A TREE IS uniquely designed to sur¬ 
vive in its environment. Its leaf 
structure works as a combination 
vacuum pump, osmotic membrane, 
water catchment device... its root 
area as a growth determinant* feeder 
and explorer, a rock breaker and 
anchor. A tree occupies three dimen¬ 
sions: under the earth, upon the earth 
and above the earth. It is a tiered 
system of growth. Depending on the 
type, it has a life as short as one 
year and as long as 6000 years, older 
than all the recorded history of man. 

It is a solar cell par excellence. It 
is a renewable resource with a desigh 
structure of nearly unbelievable soph¬ 
istication and utilisation--the result 
of hundreds of millions of years of 
ev elution, perhaps billions. 

Tree use ... The Wood Stove... 

^he old fashion wood stove, very com¬ 
mon on this Island until about 15 
years ago, is a most sophisticated in¬ 
vention. For with its use, man accom¬ 
plished a series of actions, a very rare 
event in the march to industrial tech- 
nology. Nearly all inventions are 
single purpose, but with the wood 
stove man cooks his food, warms his 
home and heats his water. One piece 
of wood accomplishes 3 processes in 
concert. Without a stove, those ac¬ 
tions are accomplished separately: 
gas or electricity for his food, wood 
cr hydrocarbon fuel for his heat, and 
same again for his hot water. The 
wood stove makes and can make in 
the future a great contribution to 
energy self sufficiency on the Island. 

Tree Use ... Gasification. 

An Auckland firm has recently re¬ 
engineered the old war-time charcoal 
burner with outstanding results. With 
a forge-like reaction Chamber temper¬ 
ature of around r30t)p-srstrong gas 
flow, mainly hydrogen, nitrogen and 
carbonmonoxide, is assured. The pro¬ 
duction model is designed around a 
comparatively inefficient wood (pinus 
radiata builder's offeuts) yet an energy 
ratio of 9 to J, petrol/wood is obtain¬ 
ed, without any processing or prepar¬ 
ation of the fuel. Although clumsy 
in layout, it is quite suitable in its 
present form for installing on a truck 
or stationary engine, preferably inter¬ 


nal combustion. Adaption to diesel 
is satisfactory, but the governing ac¬ 
tion requires further work. Its appli¬ 
cation to hotel and hospital hot water 
is obvious, on this Island. 

Tree Use. .. Fermentation 
The process of breaking down wood 
cellulose by yeast (and other) fermen¬ 
tation is well-known, with further 
distillation producing turpentine, 
methylated spirits, wood alcohol, 
methanol ethanol, fuesil oil, euca- 
lypt oil and others. Further research 
into the economics of this process is 
continuing in many parts of the world 
and it is probably only a matter of 
time before the techniques are refined 
to the point of every-day use. 

Tree use ... Tapping 
Many trees such as the rubber tree 
exude a sap suitable for fuel proces¬ 
sing and further research is turning up 
literally hundreds of others. This is 
an area of development that has hard¬ 
ly been... you guessed it. 

Tree use ... Building 
<37 all the building materials available 
to man, wood is the most versatile, 
requires the least energy inputs and if 
suitably treated, has a very long life. 
Building specialisation is of marginal 
value on Norfolk, and as a conse 
quence we still have skilled carpen 
ters and joiners who with the old-fash¬ 
ioned and basic trade tools of hammer, 
saw, rule and square can still build 
comfortable and environmentally suit¬ 
able homes. Most of the older homes 
on Norfolk reflect the low cost, avail¬ 
ability, and quality of Norfolk pine. 

At the same time, the use of pine 
has provided continuous employment 
for generations of Islanders in the saw- 
milling industry. This is self-suffi¬ 
ciency at its best.* 

In recent times imported timber, 
mainly NZ pinus insignils/radiata has 
replaced some use of Norfolk pine and 
this has had an important side effect, 
an unintended benefit, in that the 
local pine has been conserved. The 
continuing use of various types of 
eucalypts for post and poles is another 
example of self support. The instal¬ 
lation of the wood treatment plant is 
a good example of forward thinking 


by Administrator Marsh in the late 
Sixties. 

Trees... Boatbuilding 
The launching of the Resolution in the 
Twenties, built by local craftsmen of 
local timber as an Island venture is 
something we could well repeat one 
day. The times were against the 
Resolution, and it was unfortunate 
that the Island’s dream of a Norfolk- 
run trading vessel was not realised. 

Warick Hood, the noted naval arch¬ 
itect, has recently completed plans 
for a modern sailing ship, with elec¬ 
tric "coffee grinder" winches. The 
West German Government has just 
commissioned a Bremen shipyard to 
build a modern sailing ship* It is not 
an idle thought to think that we could 
do the same. The economics of 
shipping freights are obvious to us all 
and we cannot assume that they will 
go down in the foreseeable future. 

We have the timber, a treatment 
plant capable of treating to marine 
use, and the necessary skills are still 
with us. Our latitude, and the lati¬ 
tudes of the ports of our trading part¬ 
ners, favour the use of wind-driven 
transport and these are facts of signi¬ 
ficance. 

Trees as food supply . 

To list the total number of tree spe¬ 
cies that provide food of some type 
is beyond me. It must run to many 
many thousands. We are familiar 
with most that grow on the Island 
though I am sometimes surprised by 
ones new to me. Some are of com¬ 
paratively recent introduction. Many 
have been here for one to two hundred 
years, and show marked climatic adap¬ 
tion. There is some eviednee that 
the banana was introduced first by the 
early Polynesians at the times of their 
ocean migrations. 

(If they stopped here, why didn’t 
they settle? The economy and struc¬ 
ture of more primitive societies ob¬ 
viously have priorities that are not 
clear to us today) 

Tree foods are generally of higher 
protein equivalents than non-tree 
foods. This welcome advantage comes 
about through two main factors. One, 
trees usually have only one crop per 
year. As the crop is the tree’s seed 
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it has a whole year to concentrate 
its best endeavours upon its young. 
Vegetable crops are of one to six 
months life, and their food value/ 
protein equivalent is usually (but not 
always) that much lower. Two, a 
tree's root system may extend from 
a few feet to over sixty feet down 
into the highly-mineralised subsoil 
and the water-saturated layers. Apart 
from the surface rooters such as citrus 
Most trees on Norfolk remain relative¬ 
ly immune from drought. An approx¬ 
imate comparison of food value in 
protein equivalents is one pound of 
beef 2800 calories, one pound of ma- 
cadamia nuts 3500 calories. 

To a very large extent a tree is 
self sustaining. The roots feed upon 
the mineral horizons not available to 
other plant life or ourselves (unless we 
mine for it). The tree pumps nutri¬ 
ments through to the leaves, which in 
turn fall—fertilising and mulching the 
top soil underneath. Leaves are con¬ 
sidered the best of composts. 

The seasonal act of flowering brings 
with it three other foods: honey-dew, 
a sap-like substance exuded from the 
branch stems; pollen; and honey from 
the bees. All these products have a 
very high international value. Honey- 
dew and pollen are prized delicacies 
with an ancient tradition, while the 
world supply of honey was, for 1978, 
38, 000 tonnes short. 

The many Tree Crops Associations 
around the world are promoting a new/ 
old agriculture, commonly called 
tiered agriculture. Crop-bearing 
trees are planted at a spacing which 
permits maximum crop growth--de¬ 
pending on the tree of course--approx¬ 
imately 80 per acre. At this spacing, 
inter-row cropping of vegetables is 
carried out, or less exploitively, 
grass is grown for stock. The latter 
system seems the more compatible. 
The urine and dung from the stock 
add to tree growth, and the trees 
provide shade, shelter and in some 
cases food for the stock. The famous 
cork forests of Portugal, for example. 
And of course up in the air we have 
th$ crop and honey products. Apart 
from the increase value/volume per 
acre, this is a sensible and environ¬ 
mentally better way of land use than 
our normal mono-culture. There 
is nothing new about it. It’s just 
rhat we take so long to catch up 
iome times. 

Trees have another marvelous advan¬ 
tage over most other plant life. They 
will grow in plkces other plants won't, 
on steep sidings, on hills, on cliff 
faces. One hardy pine is growing in 
the middle of a rock down Emily Bay. 
i always feel like patting him/her. 

Apart from water, the chief factor 


governing tree growth is light. Trees 
like growing on hills because each 
tree gets an adequate share of light. 

On an'island like this with many hills 
that grow grass poorly, trees are the 
logical alternative. By terracing, 
the water-retention capacity. of die 
hill can be multiplied several times 
over, run off is avoided, erosion is 
contained, and tree growth is trebled. 
In aiming towards Island self sufficien¬ 
cy, correct land utilisation is a must, 
and terracing is a simple once-only 
cost. Yoemans pioneered techniques 
that revolutionised dry-land farming 
in the twenties. He seems to have 
been a man before his time, as it is 
only now that we are beginning to ap¬ 
preciate his vision. 

Trees as fuel. 

WHen grown commercially, trees are 
considered as a form of farming with 
a planting time, a maintenance per¬ 
iod^ and a harvest period. Many of 
the trees on Norfolk are of a coppicing 
habit, that is, they will sprout new 
shoots and grow again after being fell¬ 
ed. From a la bout/economic point 
of view this habit can be of consider¬ 
able value as it permits one labour- 
intensive aspect of a normal farming 
operation to be omitted. Guava, a 
good burning wood, coppices readily 
(as we are only too well aware). The 
same is true of olive, and of course 
many of the eucs. These three trees 
are excellent fuel trees. They dry 
well, yet saw easily when green. 

They split well for the stove or Brae- 
mar. They are not too tarry yet give 
good heat, and not much ash to clog 
up the grate. I don't know what the 
cut/coppice/cut cycle is here on Nor¬ 
folk, but in NZ studies of gum as fuel, 
seven years is considered the economic 
period. I would think that for gums 
we would do the same in five. There 
are no firm figures available for how 
long a period it would be possible to 
repeat this cycle. Tap-root varieties 
that were well into the sub soil might 
do so indefinitely. 

Trees as Wood 

We have dealt with trees in most of 
the obvious ways. Now for some of 
the less obvious. 

Wood for shingles. In years gone by 
shingle roofs were quite common on 
Norfolk but I can only think of two 
places where they have been used in 
recent years, Fletcher Christian Ap¬ 
artments and Paris Boutique. Both are 
good examples of the art, and shjngle- 
splitting is certainly that. 

Wood for roads. End grain blocks of 
red gum were very common in Austra¬ 
lian cities up until just a few years ago. 
They made excellent non-wearing, 
maintenance-free roads for over 100 
years. 


Wood for tanks. A common sight 
last century that is coming back into 
its own is the plank tank. When well 
made with rebated 8X2* it was water 
proof (after die first few days), homely 
yet fitting well into the life style of 
the times. Nowadays they are tension¬ 
ed up with fencing wire and if they 
leak, a plastic liner fitted. 

ft* 

WIND ENERGY 

We are getting into deep water, or 
turbulent air if you like, with this one. 

Windmills have a very long history, 
going back nearly 2000 years. They 
work, in a fashion. They have a hun¬ 
dred minor faults, and one basic one-- 
whicb is that they fall to bits in high 
winds. This reflects a problem with 
alternative technologies; There are 
no free lunches. Windmill design 
through the centuries has reflected man's 
inability to get a design that will func¬ 
tion adequately in low wind flow and 
yet won't blow to pieces in high flows. 

It is currently being said that if the 
sails are reinforced to the point where 
they remain intact in high winds, they 
are so heavy that they will just not ro¬ 
tate in even moderate breezes, which 
is what conditions on Norfolk are most 
of the time. There are dozens of de¬ 
signs grappling with this problem. But 
as of 1980, there are just no fully satis¬ 
factory answers. 

What we get is various compromises: 
mills that are functional for 80# of the 
expected wind flow, but don't work 
under about 6 knots, and de-activate, 
through a variety of mechanisms, at * 
winds over 30 knots. 

The Nullabor plain is littered with 
PMG repeater/translater windmills that 
failed to de-activate one day. 

I saw an interesting small mill for a 
water pump recently that had no tail/ 
steering vane at all. In high winds the 
sail angles had a cancelling effect and 
it swung out of directional alignment. 
When the wind eased it swung back into 
line. The wind was about 20 knots at 
the time and the idea was working 
quite well. In a gale, who knows? For 
Norfolk though it could be ideal for a 
gravity tank pump. We don't get much 
wind over 25 knots--believe it or not; 
just a few times a year—and I was very 
impressed with die price: $180 includ¬ 
ing pump and rods. * 

More on wind power, including gen¬ 
erators, next month. 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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Norfolk 

MANY MAINLANDERS who have 
moved here since the 60's initially 
came to this beautiful place as tour¬ 
ists, had a love affair with the island 
and determined to find a way some 
day, some how, to live here. With 
stringent immigration restrictions, a 
small population and little corny 
merce it took ingenuity and courage 
for most to do it and Norfolk, con¬ 
sequently, is filled with strong char¬ 
acters of independent natures and 
free spirits. Many living here are 
doing things they never did in their 
former homes but most are general¬ 
ly doing what they wait to be doing. 
Almost all happily share any exper¬ 
tise they had before coming here or 
have learned while living here. 

The tourist boom really started in 
the 60's. What was Norfolk like be¬ 
fore that, for the adventurous tour¬ 
ist who found this little pinpoint of 
an island in the South Pacific? Did 
tourists try to move here, back then, 
after spending a delightful holiday 
<3h the island? 

"Not usually - but some people just 
moved here sight unseen. There was 
Graham Cobb and his fourth wife from 
Lancashire, England, who bought a 
house that was advertised in "Pacific 
Islands Monthly " and didn't even 
know where Norfolk was/ 

These comments and ones follow¬ 
ing are from two old-time visitors 
to Norfolk, Vera and Norm Lewis 
from Papakura, New Zealand. They 
came here for the first time in 1950 
and have recently had their 23rd 
holiday on Norfolk Island, They 
have a thousand friends here and have 
almost become part of Norfolk's 
unique lifestyle themselves. 

"The D C 3 took five and a half 
hours from New Zealand in those 
days and leaked oil from every port. 

"There was no airport building -- 
just a little hut. When you were 
leaving you just sat on the grass with 
your bits of luggage waiting for the 
plane. They had to get the cows off 
before they could land the planes. 

"The first thing one saw from the 
air were two pine trees - one of them 
grew like an "N" and the other like an 
"I". They had to come down later as 
they were hazardous to flying. 

"In those days there were only four 
guest houses. 'Felacita* (which is the 
old building on the side of the Norfolk 
Hotel and was owned by Betty Evans), 
'Hillcrest* (an old home run by Iris 



Thom as-nee Bataille - and her hus¬ 
band, Iris was an excellent cook and 
a lovely person and they had wonder¬ 
ful parties). Then there was 'Auntie 
Carr's* and 'Lincoln Lodge' - later to 
be called the 'Paradise*- not to be con¬ 
fused with the present Paradise which 
used to be called 'Oceanside*, It was 
run by Madeline and Jim Hamilton. 
They had one-armed bandits but the 
Council made them take them out, " 

Vera remembered staying at the old 
Paradise one year. She had written to 
Jim asking him not to put them near 
the South Seas room where they had a 
cabaret because of the noise. 

"So he put us in room 10 on the bal¬ 
cony. You got to room 10 by turning 
right out of the front door and along 
the verandah there was a door opening 
into a little twin-bedded room with a 
wardrobe. 



"Now the first morning we woke up 
and there was a knock on the wardrobe 
door. And we sat up in bed and 
through our clothes came two cups of 
tea. From inside the hotel, you got 
to that room through a broom cup¬ 
board and then the wardrobe. " 

"The pictures were in the Girl Guide 
Hall at the school at Middleg&te and 
you sat on forms with no backs and the 
machine kept breaking down. One 
Saturday night it broke down 14 times 
and when we came out at one o'clock 
in the morning, the second house was 
waiting to go in. 

"Before that cinema, there was one 
at a barn hear "Moira" where people 
used to have bets on the beetles going 
up the wall," added Norm. 

"In those days nobody had any money. 
We had very little to eat -- no vege¬ 
tables, no fruits -- only what you could 
get off of the trees and we jolly well 
starved sometimes, " said Vera. 


.IV INC- 

"People shared what they had to 
share. If the boat couldn't get in and 
had to sail off for the Solomons, there 
were no potatoes, no flour, no sugar. 

It was an adventure to run a guest house 
in those days all right. 

"The people were very charming - 
mostly islanders, of course. There 
were no jobs for young people so they 
left the island. They were good look¬ 
ers -- very handsome. 

"There was no commercialism in 
those days - there were only about 
four shops. It was Ken Prentice who 
started a little duty-free shop at the 
top of Taylor's Road. This was in 
1953 or thereabouts. By jove, he had 
some cheap things. People used to 
cue up to buy things - he didn't have 
to do anything. 

"Visiting people was the main thing 
to do in those days. Everyone rode 
horses. We used to get our horses from 
Ike Christian, who was blind. His 
great Uncle, he said, was with Capt. 
Cook when he was assassinated in Ha¬ 
waii. It was Ike who went up in a 
whale boat on a whale's tail between 
here and Phillip. Everyone fell off 
their seats in the boat but everyone 
stayed with die boat. 

"The first sightseeing truck was 
Marie Bailey's. It had forms on it 
and you had to go up onto it by a 
little ladder. It was a very nice tour. t 
Marie would tell all about the history 
of the island and it upset me for two 
days the first time I heard about the 
prisoners. All of Kingston was still a 
ruin and everything was derelict. The 
Americans pulled down a lot of the 
prison ruins and used a lot of that rub¬ 
ble to build the airstrip for the war. 
They also chopped down die Avenue 
of Pines. 

"In the old days they had no hearse 
and they used to take the bodies on 
the truck in the coffin with the Union 
Jack on top of the coffin. 

"I remember one woman who was 
here on holiday who said she hoped 
she didn't die on Norfolk since she had 
seen two men and a dog sitting on a 
coffin on its way to Kingston." 

There used to be a cabaret on the 
top of Mt. Bates. It was closed be¬ 
cause there had been a dreadful acci¬ 
dent on the way down one night but 
two men, the McCarthy brothers, 
were planning to reopen it and spe¬ 
cialise in Southern Fried Chicken. 

They were off the yacht ” Ho Ho", a 
twin-masted ketch which went on the 
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rocks during a storm. The Norwegian 
skipper stayed here for two and a half 
years while he built "Ho Ho H the 
second. 

Vera and Norm remembered the 
time they decided to ride up to see 
how the boys were going with the 
building of the new restaurant. They 
mounted their hordes and went up to 
the top of Mt. Bates. 

"As soon as the boys saw us they stop¬ 
ped work. There was a table outside 
full of bottles and we began reminisc¬ 
ing about Australia and former days. 
Marie's tour bus suddenly appeared and 
we quickly got rid of all the bottles. 

In the meantime our horses, which we 
had tethered on clotheslines, had got 
away and were half way down the 
mountain with their saddles under¬ 
neath. We did get into trouble in 
those days!" 

Vera and Norm have noticed a 
change in the island over the years, 
naturally. 

"Especially as far as Burnt Pine goes, " 
says Norm. "The atmosphere of the 
place has changed too. It used to go 
rather peculiarly quiet in the after¬ 
noons, and it seemed to be ghostly. 

You could feel it. 

"There used to be lots of music in 
t^e old days and plays. Everyone was 
poor and all got together for their 
entertainment. 

"Bob Dewey was a most marvelous 
pianist. He lived at Music Valley for 
many years. His uncle was a cousin 
of Admiral Dewey. 

"And Elsie Peddle used to be very 
good at plays. She and Dolly Long. 

"And Harvey Christian played the 
piano. A waltz was a waltz and had 
to be a waltz. If you didn’t dance pro¬ 
perly he'd stop playing. 

"Tom Bailey played the violin very 
beautifully. 

"I used to spend all evening on the 
piano -- Johnny Carr too. I wrote a 
song years ago. Norm was out, the . 

radio was on. The announcer said 
something about 'Reproachfully Yours' 
a fox trot. So I wrote words to the 
tune as a fox trot. When I came to 
the island I played it and Alec Nash 
got the tune off on his accordian and 
when we went to a ball they played it." 

The words began; 

'Oh haven’t you been to Norfolk 
Island? 

'The Paradise in the Southern Sea. 
'Haven't you seen the stately pine 
trees? 

'That fascinate your memory... 


Still writing tunes, still planning 
more trips to Norfolk. The Lewises 
are great friends of the Island. 


Maui Cooking suits Norfolk 


THERE IS fascinating food on Maui in 
the Hawaiian Islands. So many of 
the fruits and vegetables grown there 
are the same ones we grow on Nof* 
folk. With the exception of coconut, 
mangoes, crayfish, prawns and a few 
other local Hawaiian fish our chances 
of reproducing the Maui food style 
are excellent. And, of course, the 
Polynesian flavor of life exists in both 
places. 

For breakfasts various hotels and res¬ 
taurants feature guava juice, papayas 
(paw-paw) with limes, decorated with 
an orchid (not easy here) pineapple 
with a wedge of paw-paw, waffles 
with honey or coconut syrup or grated 
coconut. With toast they present 
trays erf tropical preserves -guava, 
pineapple and paw-paw. 

For h'ors d'oeuvres they serve nib¬ 
bles of watermelon, paw-paw and 
pineapple. Or baked paw-paw filled 
with cream and cottage cheese with 
curry and cinnamon. Or tiny field 
mushrooms in a buttery brioche. 

For entrees how about trying spare- 
ribs glazed with a plum sauce made 
from Norfolk Natal plums? Or cur¬ 
ried lamb with spiced guava, raisin- 
studded rice and a chutney of paw¬ 
paw, chopped macad mia nuts and 
shredded coconut, (you'll have to use 
packaged, of course). What about 
trying to wrap chunks of pork and 
beef in taro leaves 10 to a bundle and 
tying these with long strips of taro 
and steaming them? Or trumpeter 
cooked in lime or lemon juice and 
served with a butter sauce? 

For salads why not try Waldorf salad 
if you have apples (China pears will do) 
and macademia nuts, are in season 
now. Or a green salad tossed with 
your favorite dressing but add paw-paw 
seeds, toasted or raw. 

For fish dishes the Hawaiians sautee 
Mahimahi with white wine and a 
little tomato served with a banana 
fritter. Substitute Trumpeter for the 
Mahimahi. They serve limpets in 
pies - quite like our hi hi's. And 
don't forget Tahitian fish - strips of 
firm white fish "cooked" in lemon and 
lime juices served in a wooden bowl 
with a Ti leaf (lots here). 

The desserts on Maui are quite simi¬ 
lar to ours. Macademia nut cream pie, 
coconut cream pie, guava pie, sher¬ 
bets made from passionfruit, guava 
and watermelon. They have a sweet 
they call "Kulolo" which is made 
from grated taro and coconut cut into 
squares like a cake. 

Other suggestions are taro pounded 
into "Poi", fried tortillas with guaca- 


mole (avocado mashed with lemon 
juice. Tabasco, onion, salt and pep¬ 
per) and cheese. Macademia nut 
muffins. 

The famous island bread is called 
"Lavash". It is served with dinners, 
salads, etc. Recipe is below. 

Lavasb 

6 cups sifted plain flour 
3 cups corn flour 
3 whole eggs 

1 cup shortening 
li Tablespoons salt 
2i teaspoons sugar 

2 cups milk 
Sesame seeds 
Poppy seeds. 

Work all ingredients into a firm 
dough. Let rest for a half hour. 

Roll the dough out very thinly. Place 
it on a sheet pan which has been lib¬ 
erally sprinkled with sesame seeds. 
Sprinkle sesame seeds on top. Bake 
for 15 minutes in a 375 degree oven. 

Tricks to this recipe are; (1) don't 
grease the pans. (2) be sure to roll 
dough paper thin. 

You will get 5 sheet pans of "Lav- 
ash" from this recipe. 

(P.S. They put frangipani blossoms 
on bed pillows at night. Hmmmmm.) 

Qrock-Pot 
ip e 

Pork chops 

Trim excess fat from pork chops, 
season with salt and pepper. Rub 
the CROCK-POT well with some 
of the trimmed pork fat to grease 
well. Place chops in CROCK-POT, 
cover and cook on LOW 6-8 hours. 

One hour before serving ihe 
chops, turn the control to HIGH and 
add any one ol the following: 

V 2 cup canned mushrooms in 
butter 

1 cup canned mushroom soup 
V 2 cup canned sweet and sour 
sauce 

1 cup canned tomatoes 
seasoned with a pinch fresh or 
dried herbs 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONtER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

PETE'S 

PLACE 

IN TAYLORS ROAD 
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a great Norfolk Island feature - 

SUNDAY LUNCH AT THE GARRISON IS A MEMORABLE WAY OF WINDING UP YOUR 
NORFOLK HOLIDAY WITH A HIGH LIGhT BEFORE THE PLANE LEAVES 
... A SPECIAL WAY TO ENTERTAIN FRIENDS ... 

SERVED IN THE BARBECUE COURTYARD UNDER THE BIG AVOCADO TREE 



T*' 

l ft- 


Ldh*.frm. Ikmt- 



MARCH HAS BEEN a quiet month, a 
good month to get stuck into the gar¬ 
den* Cyclone Zena made her pres¬ 
ence felt on the island for a day or 
two with strong winds and a good deal 
of rain - most welcome indeed. The 
winds left a trail of debris - broken 
tree limbs, leaves etc., but fortunate¬ 
ly very little structural damage. Even 
Watermill Dam became choppy. One 
aspect of the cyclone which was most 
amusing was seeing the N.I. Airline's 
Kingair anchored from the front to 
John Brown's Land Cruiser and the two 
wings anchored to two 44 gallon drums 
of water! However, it wouldn't have 
been amusing at all for the wind to 
topple over the plane. 

It was lovely last Sunday to see a 
long line of horses and their young 
riders all heading out to Steeles Point. 
The Pony Club members were on 
their way to celebrate the Club's 
second birthday with a sausage sizzle 
out on the reserve. Dick Mason and 
Pieter Swynenburg were very willing 
cooks while Beryl Lackey and Jo 
Wiltshier were busy dispensing sausages 
and sauce. Even the horses didn't miss 
out - there were plenty of watermelon 
skins for them to enjoy. Vern Alston, 
as the recently elected President, was 
given the task of cutting the cake, 
appropriately decorated by Beryl with 
2 horseshoes! It was also Bernie 
Christian-Bailey's birthday so the 
children had great fun, singing "Hap¬ 
py Birthday to Everyone". 

After everyone had eaten his fill 
Trevor Calder then led the trail ride 
back to town via Buck's Point. I 
think the younger riders were a little 
anxious as they negotiated the steep 
hill that leads down into the valley 
behind Stanley Buffett's home. How¬ 
ever the older ones let their horses 
gallop up the other side. From all 
accounts it was a great day. The 
next major event on the Pony Club's 
calendar will be a Gymkhana to be 
organized for everyone interested 
during the May school holidays. 

The children came home from 
school the other day all excited 


about a clipping from a newspaper 
that one of their classmates had tak¬ 
en to school. It showed a photo of 
the previous principal of the N.I* 
School, lan McGowan, who is now 
principal at the Daceyville School 
in Sydney, and his secretary. The 
caption read "School Head Catches 
Two Thieves. " Apparently his secre¬ 
tary had disturbed two thieves in the 
office who had stolen $200. Ian 
McGowan, with the assistance of Mr. 
Fred Royal, who visited the Island 
last year with his bank, apprehended 
the culprits. "Then what happened", 
asked two young boys. "I guess they 
were then handed over to the police, " 
they were told! 

There’s |been .a thumping and a bunp¬ 
ing noise coming from the direction of 
Banyon Park each,Thursday evening. 
Have you wondered what it was? It's 
a group of ladies under the direction 
of Carol Webb who are learning the 
art of physical culture! Learning to 
do exercises to music isn't as easy as 
it sounds! The pianist, Jill Parker, 
must have lots of giggles" 

With the School Athletic Carnival 
soon to be held I can imagine the 
playing fields will be a scene of ac¬ 
tivity as students practise for the vari¬ 
ous events. Next Wednesday, 19th 
March, the field events will be held 
during the afternoon. These include 
discus and javelin throwing, long and 
high jumping and several different 
ball games. Then the following Wed¬ 
nesday will be the All-Day Carnival. 

It will be most interesting this year to 
see how many records are broken since 
the commencement of the Amateur 
Athletics Association. Many children 
belong to the Athletics Association 
which meets twice a week. Allan 
Bataille and his helpers coach the 
children - teach them a series of ex¬ 
ercises which they do each time and 
show them how to run properly. They 
have great fun with their relay recee 
and sprint races. The Athletics Day 
is an important occasion on the 
school calendar and one to which the 
students look forward. 



HURRY -- LAST FEW DAYS: 

ON SALE AT THE GALLERY - TOP OF THE VILLAGE - 
Royal Crown Derby "Posie" Dinner Sets, with or 
without tea cups and saucers - 

ONE - THIRD OFF 

With cups & saucers $266.40 Without cups & saucers $154.80 
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MARTIN'S AGENCIES LTD. 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETA-ILERS 


Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 
a<pruTt MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Can. trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

•M04IARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rouvators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ..*. 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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